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severe penalties, in cases of carelessness or neglect, a bill for the more equitable administration of the || merce and navigation of the United States be 


destrucuve to property or life. 

The security of the public money would be pro- | 
moted in many cases, by requiring bonds from .1s- | 
trict attorneys through the hands of some of whom | 
jarge sums pass, in collections, without any col- | 
lateral obligations being given for the indemnity of |: 
the United States, as required in most analogous | 
cases Of public officers, 

The act in respect to insolvent debtors, the exe- | 
cution of which is placed in the charge of this de- | 

artment, expires in June next, and the propriety 
of the further continuance of its provisions is sug- | 
gested to Congress. 

The four first instalments due, under the French 
treaty, have been paid in Paris, since my last an-— 
nual report. The sum claimed by our agent, and 
by this department, exceeds that paid by the | 
French Government, in the amount of more than 
a million of francs, and the difference is now, the 
subject of correspondence and negotiation. What 
was actually paid has been remitted to this country 
in gold, and divided among the claimants. From 
the rates of exchange and price of gold, it was | 
deemed most advantageous to the claimants to 
have it sent home in that form, though a direction 
was subsequently given to substitute bills of ex- 
change or other modes of remittance, if more prof- 


dient or beneficial to do. 

The third instalment of the Neapolitan indem- 
nity, and the first payments due on the inscrip- 
tions under the treaty of indemnity with Spain, 
have also been since discharged with punctuality, 


and remitted here in a similar manner under simi- | 
| NATIONAL FOUNDRY. 


lar instructions. 

Various other topics suggested in the two last 
annual reports to the consideration of Congress, | 
and not yet finally legislated on, the department 


would earnestly, but respecifully, present again | 


to its attention. Among them may be more per- 
ticularly mentioned the reorganization of this de- | 
partment, and the change in the commencement of 
the fiscal year and of the annual appropriations. 
Several other subjects have received proper at- | 
tention, which are connected with the official duties | 
of the Treasury, or have been specially devolved | 
on its charge; such as the repairs of the bridge | 
across the Potomac, the survey of the coast, and | 
the manufacture of weights and measures, not only | 


for the different custom-houses, but for each State | 


in the Union; the appropriate sites for new marine | 


hospitals, the practices pursued in other countries |, 


as to the transportation of their poor citizens 
hither, who have been burthensome for their main- 
tenance, a digest of the returns and condition of 
State banks near January Ist, 1836, the sums dis- 
bursed under each appropriation made the present 
year, and more detailed exhibits of all the contin- 
gent expenditures of the department. 

The most important of these will at an early 


| second reading. 





day be made the subject of separate communica- 
uons, 
All which is respectfully submitted by 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secre of the Treasury. 
Hon. James K. Poxx, - a 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpar, December 12, 1836. 

The following Senators appeared and took their 
seats: The Hon. Joun Brack, the Hon. Danier 
Wessrer, and the Hon. N. P. Tartmapee. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by his Private Secretary, An- 
DREW Jackson, Jr. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from the 
heirs of General William Eaton; which was laid 
on the table. 


Mr. ROBBINS obtained leave, and introduced 





navy pension fund. 

Read a first time and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, in pursuance of notice | 
given, introduced the following joint resolution; 
which was read a first time, aud ordered to a 
second reading: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress || 
assembled, That the Treasury order of the eleventh 
day of July, anno Domini one thousand eight hun- |, 
dred and thirty-six, designating the funds which 
should be receivable in payment for public lands, 
be, and the same is hereby, rescinded. 

Resolved, also, That it shall not be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury to delegate to any per- 
son, or to any corporation, the power of directing 
what funds shall be receivable for customs, or for || 


|| the public lands; nor shall he make any discrimi- 
|| nation in the funds so receivable, between different 
| individuals, or between the different branches of | 


the public revenue. | 


JONATHAN DEAN. | 
On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, leave was given | 


) _to Jonathan Dean to withdraw his petition and 
itable, but which the agent did not find it expe- || 


papers. 
JOHN M’CARTNEY AND OTHERS. 
Mr. MOORE asked and obtained leave to report 
bills for the retief of John McCartney, William 
East, and Samuel Miller; which were read a first | 
time, and ordered to a second reading, 


| 
| 


Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of notice given, 
introduced a bili to establish a foundry, an armory 
in the west and southwest, arsenals in the States 
in which none have yet been established, and 
depots for arms in certain States and Territories; 
which were read a first time, and ordered to a 


GRANT OF LAND. 


| Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of notice given, | 
' reported a bill granting a township of land to the || 
| French University of St. Louis, in the State of || 
| Missouri; which was read a first time, and ordered || 
to a second reading. | 


LAND TO PETER WARNER. 


Mr. TIPTON reported a bill to authorize Peter 
Warner to purchase a half section of land; which 
| was read a first time, and ordered to a second | 
reading. | 
EXCHANGE OF LAND WITH INDIANS. | 
Mr. TIPTON reported a bill to provide for the 
| exchange of land with certain Indian tribes; which | 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
| reading. 
| GRANT OF LAND TO MISSOURI. 
| Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would, on 
| to-morrow, introduce a bill granting a certain 


| quantity of land to the State of Missouri for in- 
ternal improvements. 


| SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
| Mr.MORRIS gave notice that he would, on to- 


morrow, introduce a bill to prohibit the sales of | 


| public lands, except to actual settlers, in limited | 
| quantities. 


hereafter printed under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and communicated as soon 
as possible after the commencement of each stated 
session of Congress; and that said statement be 
printed in the same form, and at the same price as 
the ordinary printing of the two Houses of Con- 
gress; that the same number of copies as are 


|, usually printed, be furnished for the purpose of 


binding and distribution; and that five thousand 

additional copies be equally distributed to the 

members of the Senate and House of Representa- 
ves. 

Mr. BENTON expressed his willingness to 
accept the modification, provided that the words 
‘‘three thousand ”’ be inserted, instead of ** five.’’ 

Mr. KNIGHT then amended the resolution 
accordingly; and the same, as amended, was 
passed and ordered to be engrossed. 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT IN ALA- 
BAMA. 

The bill for the better organization of the dis- 
trict courts of the United States in the State of 
Alabama, which lay on the table, was taken up 
and read a second time. 

ELECTION OF SECRETARY. 

On motion of Mr. KING, ‘of Alabama, the 
Senate, in pursuance of its order, proceeded to 
the election of a Secretary of the Senate. 

On the first ballot Mr. Dickins received 20 votes, 
Mr. Naudian 18, Mr. Young 1, Mr. Bryant 1, 
blank 1. There being 41 votes given, and it 


| requiring 21 votes to elect, consequently there 


was no choice. 

On the second ballot there were 40 votes cast, 
21 necessary to a choice; Mr. Dickins received 
21, Mr. Naudain 18, Mr. Bryan 1. Mr. Dickins 
having obtained a majority of the whole number 
of votes given, was declared duly elected. 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY. 
A message was received from the House of 


Representatives, informing the Senate that the 
| Hlouse had passed a joint resolution for the ap- 


pointment of a Committee on the Library, and 
had appointed the committee on its part. 


COPPER COINAGE. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of abol- 
ishing the present copper coinage of the United 
States, and of substituting therefor a coinage of 
mixed metal, compounded of copper and silver, 
and called in the French mints billon. Also, that 
the said committee inquire into the expediency of 
directing a gold coin of the velue of one dollar to 
be stamped at the mints of the United States. 


CHAIRMAN OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to the election of chairman of the standing 


committees; which resulted as follows; 
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations— 
| Buchanan 21, Clay 14, King of Alabama 1, King 
of Georgial. Mr. Buchanan elected. 
Chairman of the Committee on Finance— Wright 


| 20, Southard 1, Webster 15, Tallmadge 1, blank 


1. Mr. Wright elected. 

Chairman of the Committee on Commeree—King 
of Alabama 20, Davis 14, Tomlinson 1, Niles 2, 
King of Georgia 1, blank |. Mr. King o fAla- 


'| bama elected. 


REPORT ON COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 


Mr. BUNTON called up the resolution sub- 
mitted by him on Thursday last, relative to print- | 

| ing the annual report on commerce and navigation. 
| Mr. KNIGHT moved the following as a sub- | 
| stitute therefor: 


tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the annual statement of the com- 





Chairman of the Committee on Manufactures— 
Niles 22, Knight 13, Moore 1, blanks 3. Mr. 
Niles elected. 

Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture—Page 
20, Brown 14, Swift 1, blank 1. Mr. Page 


|| elected. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- || 


Chairman of the Committee on Military .Affairs— 
| Benton 26, Crittenden 5, Wall 2, Tipton, 1, Me- 
| Kean 1, blanks 2. Mr. Benton elected. 
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Chairman of the Committee on the Militia—W ell | Pierce of New Hampshire, Robertson, Peyton, 
19, Robinson 12, Grandy 3, McKean 1, Tipton |! Toucey, Martin, Vanderpoel, and Ripley. 


1, blank 1. 
Chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs— 


Mr. Wall elected. 


|} 


Rives 20, Southard 14, Tallmadge 1, Cuthbert 1, | 


blanks 3. Mr. Rives elected. 

Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands— 
Walker 21, Ewing of Ohio 12, Morris 1, Southard | 
1, blanks 4. Mr. Walker elected. 

Chairman cf the Committee on Private Land 
Claims—Linn 19, Black 15, Ewing of Ohio 1, 
Fulton 1, Hubbard 1, Wright 1, blanks 2. No | 
person having a majority of all the votes, there 
was no election. 


Second ballot—Linn 21, Black 17, blank 1. Mr. 
|| Black. 
Chairman of the Committee on Indian .2ffairs— | 


Linn elected. 


White 29, Sevier 2, Cuthbert 1, McKean 1, blanks 
5. Mr. White elected. 

Chairman cf the Committee of Claims—Hubbard 
19, Swift 10, Ewing of Ohio 2, Tallmadge 1, | 
Southard 1, Brown 1, Tipton 1, King of Georgia | 
1, blank 1. Mr. Hubbard elected. 

Chairman of the Committee on 
Claims—Brown 18, Moove 13, blanks 2. 
Brown elected. 

Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary— 
Grundy 21, Prentiss 11, Crittenden 2, Webster 2, | 
Tallmadge 1, blank 1. Mr. Grundy elected. 

Chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads—Robinson 22, Ewing of Ohio 7, | 
Davis 3, Fulton 1, Ewing of Illinois 1, blank 1. 
Mr. Robinson elected. 

Chairman f the Committee on Roads and Canals— | 
Hendricks 27, King of Georgia 1, blanks3. Mr. | 
Hendricks elected. 

Chairman of the Committee on Pensions—Tom- | 
lingon 31, Prentiss 1, blanks 3. Mr. Tomlinson | 
elected. 

Chairman of the Committee on the District of Co- | 
lumbia—Kent 21, King of Georgia 12, Southard | 
2, King of Alabamal. Mr. Kent elected. 

Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills— | 
Morris 23, Ruggles 5, Niles 1, Hubbard 1, Fulton 
1, McKean 2. Mr. Morris electad. 


LATE HON. G L. KINNARD. 


Mr. TIPTON offered the following resolution; | 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the | 
memory of the Hon. G. L. Kinwarp, late a mem- | 
ber of the House of Representatives from the 
State of Indiana, the Senate will go into mourn- 
ing by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty | 


Revolutionary | 


Mr. | 


days. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 12, 1836. 


The Standing Committees of the House, ap- | 
pointed by the Speaker, were announced from the 
Clerk’s table, as follows: 

Of Ways and Means—Messrs, Cambreleng, Mc- | 
Kim, Loyall, Corwin, Johnson of Tennessee, | 
Smith, Lawrence, Ingersoll, and Owens. 





On Public Expenditures—Messrs. Page, Clark, 
McLane, Mason of Maine, Leonard, Haley, 
White, Pearson, and Chetwood. 

On Invalid Pensions—Messrs. Beale, Schenck, 
Taylor, Harrison of Pennsylvania, Doubleday, 
Hoar, Howell, Jenifer, and Williams of Ken- 


|| tucky. 


On Manufactures—M essrs. Adams, Denny, Mc- 
Comas, Webster, Gideon Lee of New York, 
Granger, Bynum, Fowler, and Whittlesey of 
Connecticut. 

On Agriculture—Messrs. Bockee, Bean, Shinn, 
Deberry, Bailey, Logan, Phelps, Efmer, and 


On the Militia—Merers. Glascock, Henderson, | 
William K. Fuller, Wagener, Calhoun of Massa- || 


chusetts, Joshua Lee of New York, Carter, Graves, 
and Holt. 
On Foreign Affairs—Messrs. Howard, Cramer, 


Hamer, Allan of Kentucky, Parks, Cushing, | 


Jackson of Georgia, Dromgoole, and Rencher. 
On Military Affairs—Messrs. Johnson of Ken- 
tucky, Ward, ‘Thomson of Ohio, Bunch McKay, 
Anthony, Mann of New York, Coles, and Gias- 
cock. 
On Naval Affairs—Messrs. Jarvis, Milligan, 


| Lansing, Reed, Grayson, Parker, Wise, Ash, and 


Grantland. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Carr, Gal- 
braith, Patterson, Chambers of Pennsylvania, 
May, Huntsman, Lawler, Slade, and Garland. 

On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Bell, McCarty, 
Everett, Ashley, Haynes, Hawes, Chaney, Mont- 


|| gomery, and Garland of Virginia. 


On Terrilories—Messrs. Patton, Potts, Brown, 


Pickens, Pierce of Maryland, Hall of Maine, || 
| Johnson of Virginia, Boyd, and Miller. 


On Revolutionary Pensions—Messrs. Wardwell, 
Lea of Tennessee, Lay, James, Storer, Morgan, 
Kiingensmith, Bond, and Fry. 

Of Roads and Canals—Messrs. Mercer, Vinton, 
Lucas, Reynolds of Illinois, Steele, Calhoon of 


| Kentucky, Evans, McKennan, and Hard. 


Of Accounts—Messrs. Lee of New York, Hall 


| of Maine, Johnson of Virginia, Turner, and 


McKennan. 

On Revisal and Unfinished Business—Messrs. 
Huntsman, Mann of Pennsylvania, Mason of 
Ohio, Harlan, and Farlin. 


On Expenditures in the Department of State— | 
| Messrs. Augustine Shepperd of North Carolina, 


Calhoun of Massachusetts, Hunt, Morris, and 


| Sickles. 


On Expenditures in the Department of the Treas- 
ury—Messrs. Allen of Vermont, Harper, Spang- 
ler, Russell, and Barton. 

On Expenditures in the Department of War— 
Messrs. Jones of Ohio, Bovee, Johnson of Vir- 
ginia, Love, and Hubley. 

On Expenditures in the Department of the Navy— 
Messrs. Hall of Maine, Sloane, Seymour, Petti- 


| grew, and Mason of New York. 
On Expenditures in the Department of the Post | 


Office—Mesers. Hawes, Burns, Childs, Bailey, 


and Reynolds of New York. 


On Public Lands—Messrs. Boon of Indiana, | 


Williams of North Carolina, Lincoln, Casey, | 
Kennon, Dunlap, Chapman, Harrison of Mis- | 
souri, and Yell. 


Of Elections—Messrs. Claiborne of Virginia, || 
Griffin, Hawkins, Burns, Kilgore, Buchanan, 


Maury, Boyd, and Young. 

Of Claims—Messrs. Whittlesey of Ohio, For- | 
ester, Grennell, Davis, Taliaferro, Chambers of | 
Kentucky, Darlington, Graham, and Russell. 


Pearce of Rhode Island, Gillet, Phillips, Johnson 
of Louisiana, Ingham, Cushman, and McKeon. 
On the Post Office and Post Roads—Messrs. Con- 


iand, French, Shields, Hopkins, and Kilgore. 


| on the practicability of establishing a navy-yard at | 
On Commerce—Messrs. Sutherland, Pinckney, || 

-and at Perth Amboy, in the State of New Jersey; || 
'| which, on motion of Mr. JARVIS, was referred 


, to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
nor, Briggs, Laporte, Hall of Vermont, Cleve- || 


For the District ef Columbia—Messrs. W. B. || 


Shepperd of North Carolina, Hiester, Bouldin, | 
Washington, Lane, Rogers, Fairfield, Moore, and 
Claiborne of Mississippi. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. Muhlenberg, 
Crane, Standifer, Turrill, Beaumont, Craig, Cha- | 
pin, Underwood, and Weeks. 

On the Judiciary—Messrs. Thomas, Hardin, 


On Expenditures on the Public Buildings—Messrs. 
Darlington, Hazeltine, Pearce of Rhode Island, 
Galbraith, and Beale. 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY 
OF THE NAVY. 
The SPEAKER, on leave, presented to the 
House, a communication from the Secretary of the 


Navy, in obedience to a call of the House of third || 
of June last, directing him to ascertain and report 


Red Barn Island, in the strait called the East river, || 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were then presented by 
Messrs. EVANS, SMITH, and JARVIS, of 


Maine; 


[The following petitions were 


Samuel T. Winslow, James W yman, Lot Davis, 


| Joseph Vearie, Daniel Davis, John McLellan, 


Charles Coffin, John O. Briggs.) 


_ December 12 


a 


|| Mr. CUSHMAN, of New Hampshire: 
| Messrs. GRENNELL, CUSHING, Briggs 
|, REED, HOAR, CALHOUN, PHILLIPs, Ly." 
| COLN, BORDEN,ADAMS, and LA WRENcp. 
i of Massachusetts; 
| (Mr. Apams and Mr. Lincoun presented sun. 
| dry memorials, praying for a repeal of the dy; 
|| on foreign coal; and Mr. A. having moved the, 
| referefice to the Committee on Manufactures, 
|| -Mr. Parron moved their reference to the Com, 
|| mittee of Ways and Means. Whereupon, 
|| Mr. Apams asked for the yeas and nays on his 
|| motion, (which had precedence,) and they wer 
ordered. 
| ‘The memorials, under the rule, lie over one day 
|| for consideration. 
Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 
Messrs. TOUCEY, HALEY, and WHiTr. 
|| TLESEY, of Connecticut; 
| Messrs. EVERETT and ALLEN, of Ve. 
|| mont; 
|_ Messrs. HARD, CAMBRELENG, Vay. 
| DERPOEL, DOUBLEDAY, WARDWELL, 
| CHAPIN, LAY, GRANGER, TAYLOR, TUR. 
a EFNER, RUSSELL, and LEE, of Ney 
| York; 
| [Mr. Gmweon Lee presented the petition of 
|| Huldah Taylor, widow of Augustine Taylor, of 
| the revolutionary army, praying for a pension; 
| referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen. 
sions; also, the petition of Salmon Ingon, pray. 
| ing for a pension; referred to the Committee on 
| Revolutionary Pensions; also, the petition of the 
** proprietors and residents contiguous to Sand 
| creek, Monroe county, New York,”’ praying Con. 
| gress to improve the harbor at the mouth of that 
| creek.] 
| (Mr. Cuapin moved that the petitions on the 
| files of the House, asking an appropriation for 
| the improvement of Port Bay, on Lake Ontario, 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
| Agreed to.] 
|| {Mr. Harp presented various petitions for the 
|| construction of a ship channel around the Falls of 
| Niagara; also, the petition of inhabitants of New 
|| York, praying for the survey and construction of 
'||a harbor at the mouth of Eighteen-mile creek, 
|| in the State of New York.] 
| Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey; 
|| Messrs. McKENNAN, HARRISON, AN. 
/THONY, GALBRAITH, BEAUMONT, 
CHAMBERS, CLARK, INGERSOLL, HAR. 
| PER, and DENNY, of Pennsylvania; 
|| ..[Mr. Fry presented the petition of Christian 
| Mattis, of Pennsylvania, a revolutionary soldier, 
|| praying for a pension; which was referred to the 
|| Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
Messrs. McKIM, THOMAS, WAS.ILNG- 
|| TON, and JENIFER, of Maryland; 
|| (Mr. McKim presented the following: the peti- 
| tion of Hugh McDonald; of James Chalmers; of 
|| Martha Bradshaw; of Samuel Deal; of Susanna 
|| Warley; and of Ann Crawford and Mary Tur- 
|| pin.] 
; Messrs. CRAIG, ROBERTSON, WISE, 
| LOYALL, PATTON, TALIAFERRO, MER- 
/CER, HOPKINS, GARLAND, and JOHN- 
SON, of Virginia. 
(Mr. Garvanp, of Virginia, presented the peti- 
| tions of the heirs of Lieutenant John Peper; the 
| heirs of Lieutenant John White; the heirs of 
| Lieutenant William Lewis; the heirs of John 
| Godfrey; the heirs of John Robertson; the heirs 
of Surgeon Gay; the heirs of Major Thomes 
Massie; the heirs of Captain James Dillard; the 





| 





heirs of Captain Stewart; praying cwpet- 
sation for revolutionary services. 
Mr. W. B. SHEPARD, of North Carolina; 
Messrs. GRAYSON and PINCKNEY, of 
South Carolina. 


resented by Mr. |) 
''Smirn: Petition of David Hodge for pension; 


[Mr. Pinckney presented the memorial of Fer- 
| dinand Clark, of Havana, in the Island of Cuba, 
| praying the remission of certain duties paid under 
| the act of 1834, concerning tonnage duty on Span- 
ish vessels; referred to the Committee on Com- 
| merce. 
Mr. GLASCOCK, of Georgia; 
Messrs. FRENCH, HARLAN, UNDER- 
| WOOD, ALLEN, and WILLIAMS, of Ken- 
tucky. 
[On motion of Mr. Haran, the papers in the 
ease of Henry King’s heirs, on the files of the 
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House, were referred to the Committee on Revo- || 
jytionary Claims. Mr. Haran presented the | 
tition of Wilson Tharp, of oath pore 
I grant of a small tract of the public domatn; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pub- | 
ands. 
lic Lands J. ARTER, DUNLAP, and SHIELDS, 
of Tennessee; ; 
Messrs. MASON and STORER, of Ohio; 
Messrs. JOHNSON and GARLAND, of Lou- | 
jsiana; 
is tecsrs. LANE, CARR, and DAVIS, of In- 
fw. Lane presented the memorial of Captain 
John Cranson, of Dearborn county, Indiana, | 
praying relief, as an invalid naval officer, for | 
injuries received in the performance of important || 
qolic services, under circumstances of great dan- | 
er and personal suffering; the memorial of Rich- | 
ard Oliver, of Dearborn county, Indiana, praying 
relief as an invalid soldier of the last war. | 
Mr. Davis presented the petition of Norman | 
Holt, of Indiana, asking permission to enter other || 


lands, in lieu of lands entered through error of | 
Register. } 

Messrs. CASEY and REYNOLDS, of Iili- 
mM. Casey presented the petition of sundry | 
citizens of Marion county, Illinois, praying that | 


certain lands in that county, heretofore sold by | 
the Government, and relinquished, be again | 
brought into market; and that the right of pre- | 
emption, for a certain term of time, be granted to | 
the settlers thereon; which, on his motion, was |, 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands.] | 
{Mr. ReyLoups presented the proceedings of a | 
public meeting of the citizens of Alton, in the | 
State of Illinois, praying for a survey and the |. 
location of the National road from Vandalia, by |, 
Alton, in the State of Illinois, to Jefferson City, | 
in the State of Missouri. | 
Mr. R. stated that it was due tothe House, and | 
to the Representatives from Missouri, to say that | 
these proceedings required him to cause a location , 
of maid road from Vandalia to Alton to be made, 
and in no other place or manner whatever. ] 
Messrs. LEWIS, CHAPMAN, MARTIN, | 
and LAWLER, of Alabama; 
Mr. ASHLEY, of Missouri. 


REPURT ON THE FINANCES. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG,, the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on | 
the snbject of the finances, together with the eati- | 
mates for the year 1837, was referred to the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and: Means. 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Mr. CHILDS moved that the use of the Hall | 
be grantedon Tuesday evening next to the Ameri- || 
can Colonization Society, and on the adoption of || 
the resolution, asked for the yeas and nays, but | 
the House refused to order them, and the motion || 
prevailed by a vote of 91 to 59. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. GILLET submitted the following resolu- || 


tion: ¥ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public | 
Lands inquire into the expediency of so altering |, 
the laws relating to bounty lands as to allow those || 
entitled to them to locate on any public lands sub- | 
ject to entry at private sale, or to receive land | 
scrip in lieu of bounty land. | 


The resolution having been read by the Clerk, 

Mr. GILLET said he would explain the object |, 
of his resolution. It was within the recollection || 
of most of the members present that the soldiers 
of the last war were promised bounty lands. The 
act which contained this promise provided that 
foe lands should be surveyed in Michigan, | 
linois, Missouri, and Arkansas, if he remem- 
bered rightly. The survey in Michigan was) 
ever made, and the lands set apart in Illinois |, 
ond Missouri were long since exhausted. Con- | 
sequently, those who have not received their || 
bounty lands are compelled to locate them in )}) 
Arkansas, The lands there, he presumed, were |, 
good and valuable, but they were at too great a | 
distance from the northern soldiers to be valuable || 
tothem. ‘They can neither go there to settle on | 
them, nor can they readily eell them. If they || 


| 








keep them itis difficult forthe owner to pay taxes 


at such a distant point, with which northern peo- 
ple have little or nocommunication. By the very 


| words of the promise the soldier has a right to | 


lands at the North, where they are the most valu- 
able to them. This will work no injury to the 
United States, but may greatly benefit the war- 


worn soldier, who may desire to settle upon or 


sell his lands. He conceived, with his friend 
from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] that the issuing scrip 


| would be highly advantageous and convenient to 
| the soldier, and prejudicial to no one. 


The resolution was then agreed to. 


Mr. CHAPIN offered the following resolution; 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the President of the United \ 


States be requested, if he shall deem it consistent 


with the public interests, to communicate to this || 


| House all information he may have obtained in 
relation to the bequest of James Smithson, late | 


of London, deceased, to found an institution at 
Washington for the diffusion of knowledge among 


|| men, since the appointment of an agent under the 
act of Congress of the last session. 


On motion of Mr. GIDEON LEE, 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee 


of Ways and Means to inquire into the expediency 


of establishing a system ot warehousing connected 


|| with the customs simular in its general features to 


the systems now in use in some of the commercial 
nations of Europe, and to that of Great Britain | 
in particular. 

On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- | 
ency of placing the name of Niel McNiel, a sol- | 
dier of the Revolution, on the pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 


| Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- | 


ency of extending the benefits of the third section | 
of the act entitled ** An act granting half pay to | 
widows or orphans, when their husbands and 

fathers have died of wounds received in the mili- | 
tary service of the United States, in ceriain cases, | 
and for other purposes,”’ to all widows and revo- | 
lutionary pensioners, so far as to allow them half | 
the pension to which their husbands were entitled. | 


Mr. FRY submitted the following resolution: | 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


| of immediately abolishing the duty on foreign grain 


and breadstuffs of all kinds. 

Mr. REED moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the words the ** Committee of Ways | 
and Means,’’ and inserting the ‘*‘ Committee on 
Agriculture.’’ 

Mr. FRY hoped the resolution. would take the | 
course he had in the first place intended it should. | 
Hie considered the Committee of Waysand Means | 
the most appropriate committee to which the sub- 
ject could be referred. 

Mr. REED considered the Committee on Agri- | 
culture the most appropriatecommittee. He was 
in favor of having the subject examined, and care- 
fully examined, but at the same time he wished it 
examined by the appropriate committee. 

Mr. Rexp’s motion was agreed to by the House 
—ayes 87, noes not counted. 

Mr. ADAMS moved a further amendment so 
as to embrace a repeal of the duties on foreign 
coals, salt; and iron. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved | 
also to insert sugar. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the resolution ull Monday next; | 
which was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 
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On motion of Mr. McKEON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of regu- 
lating the pilots in the several Atlantic ports of the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr, CHAMBERS, of Pennsyl- 
vania, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary to consider the expediency of 
reporting a bill, limiting the liability of the surety 
of deceased or removed public officers of the United 
States. 

_ Mr. MERCER submitted the following resola- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill to amend the 
thirteenth section of the act of the last session of 


| Congress, entitled ** An act to regulate the de- 


posites of the public money,” by releasing the 
several States who may receive any part of the 
surplus revenue of the United States in pursuance 
of that act, from any obligation to return the 


|; Same. 


The resolution being then read, 


Mr. MERCER moved to postpone the consid- 
eration of the resolution til ednesglay week 
next. 

Mr. DUNLAP said: Mr. Speaker, I am opposed 
to the gentleman’s resolution being made the special 
orderofthis House. The resolution involvesa very 
important question, to wit, the power of Congress 


| todistribute the surplus revenue. This important 


constitutional question was avoided at the last 
session, and now it is intended to be brought up 
to the exclusion of allother business. The States 
have the money and may do what they please with 


|| it, and I wish the discussion of this subject to be 


postponed until a long session of Congress. This 
will be a very short session, and should be a busi- 
ness session. The Tennessee land bill, in which 
my constituents are immediately interested, has 
heretofore been postponed for the want of time, 
so much having been spent in the discussion of 
important political questions. 1 would be doing 
injustice to the interests of my constituents, if I 
did agree that this important question should be 
taken up to the exclusion of other business. Sir, 
this question alone would occupy weeks in its dis- 


|| cussion, and other measures must be made to give 


way to it, when no legislative action can be had 
on it this session. I am opposed to all unneces- 
sary discussion at this session; and I desire that 
the business of the American people should be 
attended to. I therefore move that the resolution 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. MERCER asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 126, nays 
73; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Anthony, 
Ash, Barton, Beale, Beaumont, Black, Boon, 
Borden, Bouldin, Bovee, Briggs, Brown Cambre- 
leng, Campbell, Carr, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, 
John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, 
Cashman, Davis, Doubleday? Dromgoole, Dun- 
lap, Efner, iairfield, Fowler, Fry, Fuller, Gal- 
braith, Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Granger, Grant- 
land, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Joseph 
Hall, Hamer, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Henderson, Hiester, Hoar, Hoit, Hop- 
kins, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, 
Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Cave 


| Johnson, John W. Jones, ety pe Jones, Kil- 
| gore, Klingensmith, Lansing, 


porte, Lawler, 
Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loyail, Lucas, 
Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Joshua L. Mann, 
William Mason, Moses Mason, McKay, McKim, 
| McLene, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, 
| Parker, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary || Dutee J. Pearce, Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, Pinck- 


Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- | 
ency of granting to the widow of Nathan Taylor, | 
21, late of New York, the arrears of pension to | 
which he would have been entitled (if living, and | 
his name had not been stricken from the list of | 
pensioners) upon the pension obtained by him 
under the act of Congress, passed 18th March, 
1818, for his services in the war of the Revolution; 
his name having been stricken from the roil of | 
pensioners for the single reason that he was not 
in indigent circumstances. 


ney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, 
Robertson, Russell, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, 
Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Taylor, Thomas, Thom- 
son, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Waggener, 
Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, Elisha 
Whitdesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, and Yell— 
126. 
NAYS—Mesasrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Bailey, Bell, Bond, Buchanan, Bunch, John Cal- 
| hoon, William B. Calhoun, Carter, Casey, George 
' Chambere, John Chambers, Childs, Nathaniel H. 
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Claiborne, Clark, Connor, Corwin, Crane, Dar- 
ington, Deberry, Denny, Evans, Everett, French, 
Rice Garland, Graham, Graves, Hiland Hall, 
Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, 
Hazeliine, Howell, Ingersoll, Janes, Jenifer, 
Henry Johnson, Lane, Luke Lea, Love, Sampson 


Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Pots, Reed, Rogers, || 
William B. Shepard, Augustine A. Shepperd, || 
Slade, Sloane, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, || 


Taliaferro, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Wash- 
ington, White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wil- 
lams, and Wise—73. 

So the resolntion was laid on the table. 


| 


| 
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revenue due to the United States, the payment of 
which has been suspended under the* act for the 


| relief of the sufferers by fire in the city of New 


|, York,” passed at the last session of Congress; | 
and that, in doing so, he state the proportions of | 


| the amount which has been suspended under the 
Mason, Maury, McCarty, McComas, McKen- | 
nan, Mercer, Montgomery, James A. Pearce, | 


first and second sections of the said act; and what 
amount of the sums suspended under said section 
has been paid. 


On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of remu- 


nerating the troops who were called into the ser- || 


| vice of the United States under the proclamation 


Mr. JARVIS submitted the following reolu- | 


tion; which, by the rule, lies over one day: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
directed to furnish this House with the names of 
the officers of the navy, who have, during the 
year 1836, received orders for service, and who 
have asked to be excused, together with the 
reasons offered by them for such indulgeuce. 


On motion of Mr. HARD, 

Resolved, That two chaplains of different denom- 
inations be elected to serve during the present ses- 
sion of Congress, one by each House, who shail 
interchange weekly. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, 
Resolved, ‘That the bill No. 353, entitied a bill 
to extend the provisions of an act, entitled an act 
supplementary to the act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers of the Revolution, approved 7th 
June, 1832, be reprinted, together with the report. 
On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of so amending the act of the Sth of July, 
1832, entitled ** An act to provide for liquidating 
and paying certain claims of the State of Virginia,” 
as to embrace officers entitled to five years’ full | 


pay, in lieu of half pay for life; and that the said || 


committee be further instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing for the payment of such | 
judgments as have been, or may hereafier be, 
recovered against the State of Virginia for half | 


y or commutation pay, under the act of the || 


a 
Eastelaiees of Virginia of May, 1779. || 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of North | 
Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 
diency of reducing the term of service to three | 
months for which militia soldiers shall be entitled | 
to draw a pension. 


Mr. SHEPHERD, of North Carolina, sub- | 
mitted the following resolution; which was re- 
jected: 

Resolved, That all bills remaining on the Calen- | 
dar, and which were not disposed of during the | 
last session, be reprinted for the use of the mem- 
bers of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, submitted the 
following resolution; which was rejected: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 


of the President of the United States of the 6th |, 


June, 1836, and who have been engaged since that 


time, in the service of the United States, in the || 


Creek war, or in the expedition to Florida against 
the Seminole Indians, for the loss of such horse 


or horses as shail have been killed in battle or by | 
casualty, or as shall have died or been abandoned | 
in said service for want of forage, or such as shall || 
have been abandoned on account of inability to || 


perform further services from fatigue in said ser- 


vice, or from other unavoidable causes; and that | 
the same committee inquire into the expediency |; 
of compensating the troops of Kentucky and | 
Mississippi, who were ordered into the service | 


of the United States, by the order of General 


Gaines, but disbanded by the President of the | 


United States. 


On motion of Mr. HAWES, 
Resolved, That a select committee of nine be 


appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire what | 


abuses, if any, exist in the Military Academy at 


West Point; aud what changes, if any, are neces- || 


sary to be made in the mode and manner of the 
appointment of the cadets; and also whether it 
would not be compatible with the public interests 
entirely to abolish said Military Academy; and 
that said committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

On motion of Mr. FRENCH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing an armory in Greenup county, 
Kentucky, on or near the Ohio river. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following 
resolution; which, by the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


|| be directed to lay before this House a statement 


of the various sums paid to the new States re- 
spectively out of the five per cent. upon the nett 
proceeds of the sales of public land within their 
respective limits; and likewise, copies of the re- 


| ports made by said States or their agents respect- 


ively in relation to the objects to which the said 


| sums have been appropriated, and the manner of 


|| its appropriation. 


Mr. McCOMAS submitted the following joint 
resolution; which was read, and postponed to the 
2d January, 1837: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled, two-thirds 


of both Houses concurring, That the following 


Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 


diency and propriety of passing a law extending | 
the provisions of the act of June 7th, 1832, to | 
those who were engaged or served in the revolu- | 
tionary war for a less period than six months. 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 


| 


} 


Peusions inquire into the expediency of restoring || 


the name of Benjamin Briggs, of Kentucky, on | 
the pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, 

Resolved, ‘That the petitions of sundry citizens 
of the State of Kentuck 
of a purchase, by the 
vided stock of the Louisville and Portland canal, | 
together with all other papers on that subject, | 
heretofore referred to the Committee on Roads 


tee. 


following resolution; which was considered and 

adopted: 
Resolved, That theSecretary of the Treasury be | 

instructed to report to this House the amount of | 


and other States, in favor | 
nited States, of the undi- || 


amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States be proposed to the Legislatures of the sev- 
eral States, which, when ratified by the Legisla- 
tures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid 
to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitu- 


|| tion, to wit: First, the President of the United 


States shall, from and after the 4th of March, 
1841, be elected for the term of six years. Second, 
no person who shall have been elected President 
of the United States shall again be eligible to that 
office. Third, hereafter the President and Vice 


| President of the United States shall be chosen b 
| the people of the several States, in the manner fol- 


lowing: On the first Monday and succeeding Tues- 
day and Wednesday in the month of September, 
1841; and the same days in every six years there- 


| after, an election shall be held for the President 
| and Vice President of the United States at such 


Gal Candie, ba seubinieenl tote “8 || places and in such manner as elections are held by 
, o the same commit- || the law of each State for the members of the most 


|, numerous branch of the Legislature thereof. And 


Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, submitted the | the citizens of each State, who possess the quali- 


fication of electors of the most numerous branch 
of the State Legislature shall then and there vote 


viva voce for the President and Vice President of 
the United States, one of whom shall not be an 


December 13, 


Po eee ey ee ae Mee 

inhabitant of the same State with themselves. end 
|| the superintendents, or persons conducting 
|, election in each election district, shail imme; 


aig 


iale 
thereafter make returns thereof to the Gesen. 


of the State. And it shall be the duty of the Gov. 
ernor, together with such other persons ag shal 
_be appointed by the authority of each State, to». 
certain the result of ssid returns; and the Person 
receiving the greatest number of votes for P;... 
_ dent and Vice President, shall be holden to hits 
received the whole number of votes which ij, 
|| State shall be entitled to give for President and 

Vice President; which fact shall be immediately 
|, certified by the Governor, and sent to the gea: ;: 

Government of the United States, to each of th, 
| Senators in Congress from such State, to the Pres. 
ident of the Senate, and the Speaker of the Hous. 
of Representatives. The place and manner of ho\j. 
ing such elections, of canvassing the votes, makins 
| returns thereof, and ascertaining their result, sha) 
| be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thers. 
|of. But Congress may, at any time, make, or alte; 
such regulation. Congress shall have the power of 
| changing the times of holding such elections, by, 
they shall be held on the same days throughoy, 
the United States. The Congress of the Unite; 
States shall be in session on the second Monday jy 
October, in the year 1841, and the same day jn 
| every sixth year thereafter; and the President of the 
| Senate, in the presence of the Senate and House of 
, Representatives, shall, as soon as convenient and 
practicable, proceed to open all the certificates 
| and returns, and the electoral votes of the States 
| shall be thereupon counted; the persons having 
the greatest number of votes for President and 
|| Vice President, shall be President and Vice Pres. 


| ident, if such number be a majority of the whole 
|, number of votes given; but if no person have such 
|| majority, or if the person having the majority of 
| the whole number of votes given, shall have died 
|| before the counting of the votes, then a second 
| election shall be held on the first Monday and 
| succeeding Tuesday and Wednesday in the month 
of December next ensuing, which shall be con- 
fined to the persons having the two highest num- 
ber of votes at the preceding election. But if two 

| or more persons have the highest or an equal num- 
| ber of votes, then to the persons having the highest 
|| number of votes; provided, however, if in the first 
| election there were but two persons voted for, and 
| the persons receiving the highest number of votes 
|| Shall have died before the counting of the votes, 
| then in the second election the choice shall not be 
| confined to the persons previously voted for; but 
| any person may be voted for who may be other- 
| wise qualified by the Constitution to be President 
| and Vice President of the United States, which 
second election shall be conducted, the returns 
made, the votes counted, and the result of the 
| election of each State certified by the Governor, 
in the same manner as in the first, and the fina! 
result of the election in each State shall be ascer- 
tained in the same manner as in the first, at such 
| time as shall be fixed by law or resolution of Con- 
gress. And the person having the greatest num- 
| ber of votes for President and Vice President shall 
be President and Vice President of the United 
States. But if two or more persons have received 
an equal and the highest number of votes, or if 
| the person who shall have received the majority 
| of the whole number of votes given at the second 
election,and shall have died before the counting of 

| the votes, then a third election shall be holden on 
| the first Monday and succeeding Tuesday and 
Wednesday in the month of January next ensu- 
ing; and if an election of President and Vice Pres- 
ident shall, from any cause, fail to be made, an 
election shall be held on the first Monday and suc- 
ceeding Tuesday and Wednesday in each suc- 
ceeding month until an election shall be made by 
the people according to the provisions of the Con- 
stitution. In case of the removal of the President 
from office, of his death, resignation, or inability 
to discharge the powers and duties of the said 
office, the same shall devolve on the Vice Pres! 
dent, and the Congress may by law provide for the 
case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, 
| both of the President and Vice President, declar- 
‘ing what officer shall then act as President and 
| Vice President, and such officer shall act accord- 
ingly, until the disability be removed, and a Pres'- 
dent rhall be elected by the people. Fourth. No 
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Senator or Representative in Congress shall be | message as relates to the political relations of the 
* pointed to any civil office, place, or emolument, United Siates with foreign nations, be referred to 
te the authority of the United States, during | the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
. term for which he was elected, and for three | Resolved, That so much of the message as re- 
ae thereafter. lates to the commerce of the United States with 
oo motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, foreign nations and their dependencies, be referred 
The House adjourned. | to the Committee on Commerce. 
—— | Resolved, ‘That so much of said message as 
IN SENATE. ' relates to the finances, and everything connected 
therewith, the safe-keeping of the public money, 
Tuespay, December 13, 1836. and everything connected therewith, and the Bank 
Mr. Assury Dickins, yesterday elected Sec- of the United States, includ'ng the stock in said 
retary of the Senate, appeared and took the oath | institution, be referred to the Committee of Ways 
of office. /and Means. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | Resolved, That so much of said message as 
ea communication from the Secretary of the relates to the public lands, and all things connected 





at 


July last, showing the amount of moneys paid on | Public Lands. ; 

contracts; on advances made to the disbursing Resolved, That so much of said message as 
officers out of appropriations made at the last relates to the report of the Secretary of War, and 
ession of Congress, &c.; which was laid on the the public interests entrusted to the War Depart- 
table ~ || ment, except so much thereof as relates to [ndian 


Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice given, in- affairs, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Mr. cota : ‘ ' Affairs. 

duced a bill granting a certain quantity of land : . “ 
— State of Missouri, for purposes of internal Resolved, That so much of the said message as 


Saal aE. Genk teal tc-ficat. time, ond relates to the militia of the United States, be 
ed 16 s aennd reading . | referred to the Committee on the Militia. 
orde " } 


2 E i Resolved, That so much of the said message as 

Mr. GRUNDY, pursuant to notice given, intro- | relates to the Indian tribes, and everything con- 

duced a bill supplementary to an act entitled an | nected therewith, be referred to the Committee on 
«Act to amend the judicial system of the United | [ndian Affairs. 

States;”” which was read a first time, and ordered | Resolved, That so much of the said message as 


toa second reading. || relates to the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
Mr LINN, agreeably to notice given, intro- and the public interests entrusted to the Navy 
duced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Antoine Department, be referred to the Committee on 
Peltier; which was read a first time, and ordered | Naval. 
toa second reading. |, Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
Mr. WALKER, pursuant to notice given, in- relates to the report of the Postmaster General, 
troduced a bill for the relief of the executrix of the condition and operations of the Post Office 
Richard W. Meade; which was read a first time, Department, and everything connected therewith, 
and ordered to a second reading. be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


; ; '|!and Post Roads. 
The resolution yesterday submitted by Mr. | Resolved, That so much of the said message as 


Ree ee ere ee Pe MEY ae | relates to **an amendment of the Constitution 
sidered, and adopted. 


which will prevent, in any event, the election of 

THE STANDING COMMITTEES. | President and Vice President of the United States 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate pro- | devolving upon the House of Representatives and 

ceeded to the election of members of the Standing | the Senate,’’ be referred to a select committee. 

Committees; which resulted as follows: Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
Foreign Relations—Messrs. Tallmadge, King of | relates ‘* to the want of uniformity in the laws of 

Georgia, Clay, and Rives. | the District of Columbia,’’ be referred to the Com- 
Finance—Messra. Webster, Nicholas, Benton, || Mittee for the District of Columbia. 

and Cuthbert. || Resolved, That so much of the said message as 
Commerce—Messrs. Davis, Linn, Brown, and || relates to the “* survey of the coast, and the man- 

Ruggles. || ufacture of a standard of weights and measures,”’ 
Manufacturesp—Messrs. Morris, Black, Hub- | be referred to a select committee, 

bard, and Preston. rend wd 
Agriculture—Messrs. Morris, Kent, McKean, |) Were considered sertatim. 

and Clay. Z , *'| The first, second, third, fourth, and fifth, were 
Military Affairs—Messrs. Preston, Tipton, Wall, | 9greed to without amendment or division. 

and ewe lilinois. oe i "The resolution referring the subjects of Indian 
Militia—Messrs. Hendricks. Swift, Ewing of || ®ffairs having been read, ; 

Illinois, and Moore. z 6 | Mr. LEWIS moved to strike out the words 


Naval Affairs—Messrs. Southard, Tallmadge, ‘| and all things connected therewith,” and insert | 


Cuthbert, and Nicholas. the following: 
Public Lands—Messrs. Ewing of Ohio, King of | 
Alabama, Ruggles, and Fulton. : ei at : 
Private Land Claims—Messrs. Porter, Bayard, ‘the taking the property of individuals for public 
Preston, and Sevier. || Suse, and ee of sufferers by Indian depre- 
Indian Affairs— ; i i i || €dations, or by the operations of our troops in 
a a Messrs. Swift, Tipton, Linn, 's Florida’ Atabatnn, and Georgie.” I 





Clains—Messrs. Tipton, Prentiss, Crittenden, || _ Mr. GILLET suggested to the gentleman from 
| Alabama not to move to strike out the words 
Revolutionary Cla'ms—Messrs. White, Hub- || referred to, but to suffer them to be retained in 
'| the resolution, and make an exception of the cases | neneek ies 

| agr . 


Mr. LEWIS accepted the modification, and || The resolution on referring that part of the mea- 


and Ewing of Illinois. 


bard, Crittenden, and Niles. : 
Judiciary—Messre. Crittenden, Morris, King of | pieealliee te Seeneneneanads 
Georgia, and Wall. 
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Navy, in answer to a resolution of the Senate in | therewith, be referred to the Committee on the | 


On motion of Mr. WARD, the resolutions | 


‘*except what relates to the breaking out | 
'| Sof hostilities in Florida, Alabama, and Georgia, | 


= 


inquiry into the causes of the war, but to except 
that part of the President’s message relating to the 
question of the expediency of providing for the 
sufferers. 

Mr. WILLIAMS could see no reason why 
these claims should not #5 before the Committee 


| of Claims, and he should make a motion to that 


effect by moving to strike out the words ** select 
committee. ”’ 

Mr. GLASCOCK moved a modification, meet- 
ing the views of the gentleman from Tennesaee, 
(Mr. Bexu,] so as to leave the question of the 
inquiry into the causes of the Indian hostilities in 


' Georgia, Alabama, and Florida, open for the 


investigation of the Committee on Indian Affairs; 
which was agreed to. 

The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 

_Mr. LEWIS then offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the taking the property of indi- 
viduals for public use, and the relief of sufferers 
by Indian depredations, or by the operations of 
our own troops in Florida, Alabama, and Georgia, 
be referred to a select committee. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
to strike out ‘* select committee,’’ and insert 
‘* Committee of Claims.” 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, referring to for- 
mer laws passed in favor of sufferers by Indian 
depredations, all of which had originated in, and 
been reported by, the Committee of Claims, con- 
tended that all these cases ought also to go before 
that committee, though, if he consulted merely his 
own feelings and convenience, he should desire the 
course proposed in che resolution. The Commit- 
tee of Claims, in the laws referred to, had laid 
down certain principles; and all former claims 
arising out of Indian depredations, had been adju- 
dicatedon them. Now, if a select committee were 
raised at this time, and they adopted a new princi- 
ple of adjudication, every old rejected claim would 
be revived and brought again before the House; 
for the same principle which governed in Georgia, 
Alabama, and Florida, would have to be applied 
to Indiana and Iilinois. 

Mr. GLASCOCK contended in favor of refer- 
ring the subject to a select committee. It would 
facilitate the business of the House, and it did not 
follow that there would be a necessary departure 
from the principle which had governed the House 
heretofore. There might, however, be special 
cases, cases not embraced under any of the pre- 
vious laws, and there was therefore an evident 


| propriety of referring the whole subject to a select 


committee. 
Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, was opposed 
to giving this subject a direction different from 


| that which had always heretofore been given to 
subjects of a similarcharacter. All these matters 


had been invariably referred to the Committee of 


| Claims; a committee which acted upon certain 


fixed rules, and therefore had more weight with 
the House than a newly raised committee. 

After some further remarks from Mr. LEWIS, 
the amendment of Mr. WILLIAMS was agreed 
to, and theresolution, as modified, wasagreed to. 


The resolution referring the subject of weights 


|| and measures having been read, 


| Mr. SUTHERLAND suggested the propriety 
of referring this resolution to the Committee on 
Commerce, which had heretofore had the subject 
under consideration, which Mr. LOYALL ac- 
cepted as a modification, and, so modified, it was 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the Senate ad- || went on to contend that the subject should be || sage relating to an amendment of the Conatitution 


journed, || referred to a select committee. ‘here was no | was then taken up. ; 
we | standing committee to whom it properly and ex- Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out all 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES | clusively belonged. Some of the cases might | after the word ‘‘ Resolved,” and insert the follow- 
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On motion of Mr. LOYALL, the House ves 
tolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Apams in the chair,) | 
for the purpose of taking up and referring the 
message of the President of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. LOYALL, the reading of the 
message was dispensed with, and Mr. L. offered | 
the following resolutions; which were read: 





| 
Resolved, That so much of the President’s || 


properly come under the inquiry of the Committee || Ing: ‘‘ That so much of the President’s message 
of Claims; and others, arising out of the inter- || as relates to an amendment of the Constitution, 
course act of 1802, might be referred to the Com- together with all propositions and resolutions sub- 
mittee on Indian Affairs; but it would be better || mitted at the last and present session of Congress, 
to refer the whole to a select committee. This || proposing an amendment of the Constitution, be 


was the short session, and no standing committee || referred to a select committee, to be composed of 


would have time to investigate all the claims || —— members.” ia 

arising out of this subject. || Mr. LINCOLN ogee if such an amendment 
Mr. BELL suggested a further modification, \ was in order. The House had gone into Commit- 

80 as not to take away from the jurisdiction of the || tee of the Whole on the President’s message only, 

Committee on Indian Affairs the jurisdiction of |! and he submitted whether other matter not em- 
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braced in the message could be then considered | lands or money for the property taken by the | 
and referred. | 


The CHAIR decided the amendment to be in 
order, on the ground of the identity of the subject. | 

The amendment was agreed to, by a vote of 
93 to 51, and the resolution, as amended, was also | 
agreed to, and the committee ordered to consist of | 
nine members, | 

The remaining resolutions were then agreed to | 
without a division, 


Mr. CARTER moved an additional resolution, 1 


referring so much of the President’s message a 
related to the employment of the Tennessee voiun- 
teers who had been called upon, but not mustered 
into service, to a select committee. 


| 
} 
| 


at Detroit; which was referred to the same com- || 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, suggested its | 


reference to the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which Mr. C. assented. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to refer it to the 
Committee of Claims; which was agreed to—ayes 
99, noes not counted. 


Mr. WISE submitted the following resolution: | 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the ‘‘ condition of the various 
Executive Departments; the ability and integrity 
with which they have been conducted; the vigi- | 
lant and faithful discharge of the public business 
in all of them; and the causes of complaint, from 
any quarter, at the manner in which they have 
fulfilled the objects of their creation;”’ be referred | 
to a select committee, to consist of members, | 
with power to send for persons and papers, and | 
with instructions to inquire into the condition of | 


the various Executive Departments; the ability || 


and integrity with which they have been con- || 


ducted; into the manner in which the public busi- | 


ness has been discharged in all of them, and into | 


all causes of complaint, from any quarter; at the | 


manner in which said departments, or their bu- || 


reaus, or their offices, or any of their officers or | 
agents of every description whatever, directly or | 
indirectly connected with them in an 
officially or unofficially, in duties porns to the 
public interest, have fulfilled or failed to accom- 


manner, || 


| 


plish the objects of their creation, or have violated || 


their duties, or have injured or impaired the | 
public service and interest. And that said com- | 
mittee, in its inquiries, may refer to such periods | 
of time as to them may seem expedient and | 
proper. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to address the House at | 


length in an examination of the course of policy, | | 


conduct, merits, &c., of Andrew Jackson, both as | 
Chief Magistrate, and prior to his election to that | 
office—drawing historical parallels between him 
and several of the Roman Emperors; reviewing, | 
and passing severe strictures upon, the last annual 
message. | 
The resolution was agreed to—yeas 86, nays | 
78; and the committee was ordered to consist of 
nine members. 
On motion of Mr. HARPER, the committee | 
rose and reported to the House. 
The SPEAKER having resumed the chair. 
Mr. EVERETT eats printing of the reso- 
lutions and amendments; which was agreed to. | 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- | 
ting @ report, in pursuance of a resolution of the | 
House of the 29th of April last, relative to the offi- | 
cers and non-commissioned officers, soldiers, and | 
volunteers, who entered the service during the | 
late war with Great Britain, and were regularly dis- 


| 
| 


enemy during the late war, in consequence of the || 


memorialist’s service in the American cause; re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of John 
Brunson, praying compensation for goods lost 
near Buffalo, in 1813, in consequence of his teams 
being taken by the American troops while hauling | 
them; referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Mr. HUBBARD also presented the petition of | 
. B. Brevoort, praying for compensation for ser- | 
vices as clerk to the board of land commissioners | 
mittee. 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented the petition 
of sundry citizens of Walker county, Georgia, 
praying for the establishment of a post route; | 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and || 


Post Roads. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of sundry | 
citizens of Jefferson county, Tennessee, who had 
organized themselves as a company of volunteers, 
praying compensation for their services. Referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
certain umbrella manufacturers of the city of Phil- 
adelphia, remonstrating against the construction 
put by the custom-house officers on the tariff laws 
in relation to the duties on certain imported articles 
used in their business. 
tee on Finance. 


Mr. BUCHANAN also presented the petition 
of John Laub, chief clerk in the office of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury, praying compensa- 
tion for performing the duties of the Comptroller 
during the sickness of that officer. Referred to 
the Committee on Claims, 


Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Doctor || 


King, of the medical staff of the United States 
Army, praying for an additional compensation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. MOORE presented the petition of Joseph 
McCoy, praying for commutation of half pay for 
revolutionary services; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the memorial of 


| the representatives of Henry Morfit, presented at 


the last session, was again referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the memorial of 
the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, in 


| favor of the establishment of a military depot at 


| 


| 
| 
j 
} 


j 
} 


| Columbus, easier es was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs. 
NOTICES, AND BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that he would 


| to-morrow ask leave to bring in bills for the relief 


| 
| 


| 
| 


charged; which, on motion of Mr. BRIGGS, was || 


ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


On motion of Mr. MANN, the House ad- || 


journed. 


j 
| 


of Samuel Y. Keen and George F’. Strother. 
Mr. MORRIS, on leave, and in pursuance of | 


|| notice given, introduced a bill to prohibit the sales 


of the public lands except to actual settlers, and 


|| in limited quantities; read twice and referred. 


Mr. LINN, on leave, and in pursuance of notice 
given, introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Nicholas Lachance, and the heirs of Joseph 
Placide; which was twice read and referred. 

Mr. TOMLINSON gave notice that he would | 
to-morrow ask leave to bring in a bill to provide | 


morrow ask leave to bring in a bill to establish a | 


a || surveyor general’s office in Illinois. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, December 14, 1836. 
Mr. Caron attended and took his seat. 
Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of sundry 
hardware merchants of the city of Philadelphia, 
praying for the repeal or modification of certain | 


j 
| 
| 
| 
j 


| 


Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief | 
of Mrs. Caroline Clitheral}. 


The CHAIRannounced a communication from | 
the War Department, enclosing a report from the 
chief engineer, made in-compliance with the reso- | 
lution of the Senate of the 6th of July last; which 


provisions contained in the tenth and twelfth || was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


clauses of the second section of the tariff act of 
July 14th, 1832; referred to the Committee on | 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. LINN presented the memorial of John | 
McDowell, of Detroit, asking compensation in | 


| 


| 


CHAPLAINS. 

The resolution of the House of Representatives 
for the appointment of two chaplains of different 
religious Tonnslantionts was considered and con- | 
curred in, ~ 


Referred to the Commit- || 


December 14 
| STANDING COMMITTEES. — 


The Senate then proceeded to ballot for the 


| remaining members of the standing committer. 


| which resulted as follows: 
On the Post Office and Post Roads—Mesor, 
Knight, Grundy, Brown, and Niles. 5 


|| On Roads and Canals—Meesrs. McKean, Robin. 


son, Nicholas, and Page. 

| On Pensions—Messrs. Hubbard, Morris, ang 
| Sevier. 

On the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
Messrs. King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Blac; 
/ and Nicholas. . 
a the Library—Messrs Robbins, Prentiss, an¢ 
| ali. 

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Page and Fulton, 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following reg. 
| lution; which lies on the table one day: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution. 
| ary Claims be instructed to inquire into the expe. 
| diency of allowing to the heirs of Doctor William 
| Cogswel, deceased, (who was a hospital surgeon 

of the army during the war of the Revolution,) the 
commutation-pay granted to such officers in pur. 
| suance of the resolution of the Continental Cop. 
gress, of March, 1783. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following rego. 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 

creating Vicksburg and Grand Gulf, in the State 
of Mississippi, ports of entry, and placing on the 
same footing all the ports of entry of the United 
| States. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
| inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
ae for the completion of the river Raisin 
arbor, in Michigan, agreeably to the estimate 
| furnished by the engineer under whose superin 
| tendence and direction the work is constructing. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the message of the 

President on the subject of the proposed publica- 

| tion of Mr. Madison’s History of the Convention, 

| was, with the accompanying documents, referred 
| to the Committee on the Library. 


BILLS REFERRED. 


| The following bills were severally read the 
second time and referred: 
| The bill to amend the act to provide for the 
| better organization of the courts of the United 
| States for the district of Alabama; 
The bill for the relief of Sarah Angel and others; 
The bill to allowa drawback on cordage manu- 
factured from foreign hemp when exported; 
The bill making appropriations for the collec- 
tion of materials, the purchase of sites, and the 
| commencement of certain fortifications, and for 
| other purposes; 
| The bill to increase the present military peace 
establishment of the United States; 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of General 
_ William Eaton; and 
| The bill to advance to the States of Alabama 
and Mississippi one million of dollera, out of the 
| three per cent. fund reserved from the sales of the 
public lands, for the purpose of constructing 4 
railway from Brandon, Mississippi, to Cahawba, 





| 


for the issuing of additional scrip for the satisfac- Alabama. 
_ tion of United States military land warrants. 


Mr. ROBINSON gave notice that he would to- | 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Ewre, of 
Ohio, to rescind the Treasury order of July !ast, 
designating the funds to be received in payment 
| for the public lands, was taken up for considera- 
tion. 

_ Mr. EWING, after having cited the terms of the 
| Treasury order of the 11th of July last, said he 
| thought that he might fairly denominate this paper 
as one of an extraordinary character. But before 
| he proceeded to an examination of it, and the dif- 
| ferent bearings and propositions it contained, he 
would, in a few words, give his views as to the 
| state of things to which the order had originated. 
| He did not think that the objects avowed therein 
| were the only—certainly not the leading—motives 
| which induced the issuing of the order in ques- 
‘tion. He thought there were more potent reasons 
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ad 


many, too, that had been given up by their sup- 


th would be recollected that early in the last session || be any such discrimination made when public porters,) there would be no more surplus in the 
i there was a contest for the disposition of the pub- || property was set up for sale. Treasury now than had frequently been in the 
: jie funds. It was foreseen by us that there would 1 Mr. BENTON observed that he should wantto Bank of the United States, without occasioning 
ere be a large accumulstion of the public revenue, | make some exposition of facts which he thought Ong eaeionent or alarm. 
and it was supposed, even prior to the meeting of |-would go far to invalidate the statements made r. B. or rose to say that he concurred with 
bin. Congress, that some bill would be introduced for || respecting the previous effects of this Treasury | the Senator from Qhio in his construction of the 
the purpose of taking the surplus out of the hands | order, and to demonstrate clearly what had been law as to Treasury certificates of deposite, and to 
and of the Executive, and making some disposition of || its practical and beneficial results. _ For this pur- | state what he had heard, that the officers of Gov- 
it, Early, however, after the assembling of Con- | pose he should wanta little time, in order to get | ernment had given it the same construction. 
a gress, the policy developed itself of conveying to _ the returns, and such other documentary evidence What he had further to say was, that some dispo- 
ack the public and the two Houses of Congress, and | as it would be necessary for him to refer to. He | sition of this resolution of the Senator from Ohie 
' impressing on them, the idea that there was then | should show then to the Senate far more satis- _ should be made, which would permit the ordinary 
and no surplus, nor would there be any. Now, this | factorily by facts, than the gentleman from Ohio _ business of the Senate to go on without interrup- 
was the course of policy which appeared to be | had been able to do by argument, why the banks _ tion, and not to have the important bills attending 
ton resolved upon, and which was finally adopted. | had been prevented from extending the usual the commencement of the session blocked out by 
, He contended that the Secretary of the Treas- | accommodations tothe public. While on his feet, | a protracted debate. He wished that the resolu- 
urys when he made his report to Congress, last , he would say that he entirely concurred with the | tion might be laid on the table for the present, te 
€80- December, must have been able to state, if he | Senator from Ohio in his construction of tne law | give him time to refer to the documents necessary 
would—and certainly within two inillions of the | as respected payments into the public Treasury to be used in reply to the Senator, and «hat the 
ion. amount—what would be the probable receipts in | for the purchase of lands. It had been his opin- ordinary businese of the Senate might go on. 
X pee the Treasury at the expiration of the two fol- || ion for sixteen or seventeen years past that the Mr. WEBSTER said that he did not see that 
iam lowing quarters. He (Mr. E.) knew from ex- || law ought to be so construed, though it had re- so much effect would be produced by the oper- 
eon erience, that it was easy enough to ascertain | mained but as a dead letter on the statute-book. ation of the resolution on the land offices them- 
) the pretty nearly what would be received in agiven He remembered that some years ago a register of | selves, as upon the general currency of the coun- 
nurs time, taking the past asa basis for the calculation | a land office in Missouri, construing the actas he try. {t was notorious that the currency of the 
Yon. of the future. From looking at the report of the | and the Senator from Ohio did, refused to receive | country was in a very disordered state. An anom- 
Secretary of the Treasury, at the time, he had | froma purchaser a Treasury certificate of deposite, alous state of things in relation to the currency 
eso. ascertained what would be the amount. Even | and he (Mr. B.) was applied to by the individual existed. Prices of commodities remained high, 
allowing that the Secretary did not-know thefact, | to get the money returned to him. while money was scarce. For this they must look 
erce it was nevertheless, in his power to have arrived Mr. B. had, however, heard it said since his | for some extraordinary cause, producing so extra- 
y of at a knowledge of it by making the necessary | arrival here (thoughhe did not get hisinformation | ordinary a result. He presumed that the country 
tate inquiries. It was his (Mr. E.) impression that || from any officer of the Government) that as soon | would look with considerable anxiety on the pro- 
the the Secretary of the Treasury did not desire || as the attention of the Secretary was turned to ceedings of Congress with regard to this subject; 
‘ited that Congress and the people should know what || the law, he had givenitthesame construction that and he therefore hoped that the resolution would 
amount had been received, or was about to be | had been given to it by himself and the Senator be considered at as early a day as possible. He 
7 received, into the public Treasury. Honorable |, from Ohio. had no desire to obstruct the business of the Sen- 
‘ide Senators generally took the same grounds; and it | While up, Mr. B. would remark, that as to this ate; but he thought that the resolution might be 
was not until the month of April that this body, || large amount of surplus on hand to distribute, | taken up in the beginning of the next week, with- 
erce or the joint majority of it, could be brought to || which showed that there was so great a mistake | out materially interfering with it. He would, 
oe concede that there was to be any actual surplus; | on the part of those who said that there would be | therefore, move that it be postponed to, and made 
a and gentlemen did contend, at Jast, that there || none, (though they said so with the necessary || the order of the day for, Monday next, and that 
om would be no surplus for distribution. It was said | qualifications, that the appropriations should be || the Treasury order referred to by it be printed. 
- that the estimate we o nen weet, be ee | a - pret - used,) yet aig ey some-re | The motion of Mr. Wessrer was adopted. 
- upon us as a wrong calculation. He had thought | look at the President’s message, they found that | 
the = that it would be a very hard matter to do 80, | of this large surplus, fifteen coin millions pf | SSeenree ee see 
ica- and so time had proved. | it was appropriated money, which could not be The resolution directing the annual Treasury 
ton, Mr. E. proceeded to say that the course of those | used, because the year was half gone before the | 8'&tements of the commerce and navigation of the 
rred who had expressed their opinion that there would | appropriations were made. This (said Mr. B.) | United States to be printed under the direction 
be no surplus, had been to get up expedients by | we represented so often last session on this floor, of the Secretary of the Treasury was read the 
which to squander millions upon millions of the | that if walls had tongues, as they are said to have | third time and passed. 
th public money, and thus do away with the impres- || ears, they would again and again reverberate the The Senate then adjourned. 
: sion that there would be any surplus. It wasa | warning. But (said Mr. B.) the committees were || haat ena ee ee 
h remarkable fact that Congress had adjourned oy || 80 organized, being controlled by gentlemen who | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
me seven days when the Treasury circular wasissued, | were in favor of distribution, and consequently | 
ited and which grew out of the circumstances he had || anxious for surpluses, that the necessary appro- | Wepnespar, December 14, 1836. 
- already detailed. It was issued, not in pursuance | priations were ‘‘staved off,’’ for the purpose of | The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
i of a law of Congress, but, he presumed, at the | making them. In this way they might have sur- | munication from the First Comptroller of the 
instance of gentlemen who had joined in recom- || pluses in abundance at every session, and the | ‘['rensury, transmitting, in pursuance of the acts 
i. mending it. 7 ioe || whole revenue might, by keeping off the appro- | of 1809 and 1817, statements of the accounts 
a _ Mr. E. entertained the opinion that the effect of | priations till too late to be used, be converted | remaining unsettied, or on which balances are 
¢ ithad been to embarrass the commerce and cur- | Into surplus. It was almost incredible to see the | due, more than three years prior to the 30th of 
7 rency of the country; and it was no doubt pro- | manner in which business was procrastinated at | September, 1836; which, on motion of Mr. 
; mulgated for the purpose of making the public | the last session. These few leaves (said Mr. B.  WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, was ordered to lie on 
_ suppose that it was,the seareiation bill which oe | turning over a.few pages of the acts) contain || the table and be printed. 
caused the pressure and embarrassment under | every private act passed Congress at the last || ’ 
eral which they aah laboring. Doubtless, among | jaan They ae Mr. Senet eens acts— | PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 
other motives, one was to effect a check in the | acts sent up by the industry of one single man | On motion of Mr. LOYALL, the House then 
he sales of the public lands, by raising their price, || in the other House Here (said Mr. B., turning | took up the resolutions reported on yesterday 
the and thus enabling the holders to sell them for | again to the volume) are the remainder of the acts; | from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
- cash at ten or fifteen per cent. more than they had || and when you come to look at them, you will find | the Union on the President’s message. 
agreed to pay for them. Mr. E. maintained that | that the appropriation bills were ‘‘staved off’? | The resolutions, as amended, having been read, 
’ the order worked favorably for speculators, de- | until the last moment. He repeated, that if the | they were all concurred in except three. 
fended the banks generally from the charge made |, appropriations had been made in time to be used, | Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the third resolu- 
against them of having made over-issues, and || which would have been done had it not been for | tion; which was as follows: 
of averred that the allegation was true only as re- || the extraordinary organization of the committees |“ Resolved, That so much of the said message 
Ast, spected the deposite banks. Another object which || of that body, by which they were controlled by | ‘as relates to the finances, and everything con- 
ent he understood the Treasury order was issued to | those gentlemen in favor of surpluses, the case || ‘ nected therewith; the safe-keeping of the public 
pra effect, was to put down the paper currency, and | would have been far different from what it was. || ‘moneys, and everything connected therewith; 
increase that of gold and silver. Mr. E. here | There would not have been so much surplus to | ‘and the Bank of the United States, including the 
the went into an elaborate argument to show that the || talk of, and there would have been no occasion for | ‘ stock of the United States in that institution, be 
he attempt would totally fail; and then contended || this new application of the term to an unexpended | ‘ referred to the Committee of Ways and Means,” 
per that the order, having produced the effects he had | balance. It was a new idea to Prerpat the appro- | by inserting after the word ‘‘therewith,”’ in the 
ore indicated, ought, as a mere matter of policy, to be | priations from being passed; and, instead of letting | third line, the following: ‘‘except so much as 
dif- atonce rescinded. If that were done, confidence | the money remain for two years before it could be || ‘ relates to the protecting duties and everythii 
he would be restored, and the difficulties which exist || called a surplus, as under the usage of the former ] ‘connected therewith;”’ and also to add the fol- 
the in regard to the currency would immediately dis- | law, to immediately seize upon it for distribution | lowing at the end of the resolution: ‘‘ and, Resolved, 
ed. appear. He would say, withregardtothesecond | We have often (said Mr. B.) had fifteen or six- * That so much thereof as relates to the protecting 
ein branch of the resolution which he had the honor || teen millions of the surplus in the Bank of the || ‘ duties, and everything connected therewith, be 
ves to offer, that, if passed, it would prevent the Sec- || United Sates, and not one word was said about || ‘ referred to the Committee on Manufactures.”’ 
e8- retary of the Treasury from making any discrimi- i it; and if the appropriations of the last session had 1 Mr. ADAMS went at some length into the rea- 
ons nation in the money receivable for the public '' been made in time to be used, (and there were | sons which induced him to propose the amend- 
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ment he had offered. He said it was a remark- 


able circumstance that in the whole message, so far | 


as he had looked into it, there was nothing to be 
found which related to the subject of the protec- 


tive duties; and, perhaps, in consequence of this, | 


the gentleman trom Virginia (Mr. Lovatr] had 


not made a proposition to refer any part of the | 


messaze to the Committee on Manufactures. It | 
must be apparent that that part of the message re- 

lating to the finances, &c., bore very considerably | 
on the interests of manufactures, and should be | 
considered by the committee on that subject. It | 
had been the pleasure of the House to appoint a | 
standing Committee on Manufactures, and having 

the honor of being placed at the head of that com- | 
mittee, he felt himself bound, therefore, to attend 

to those interests when committed to his charge; | 
but he must repeat that he wae surprised to find | 
no more reference to those interests than if none | 
such existed. He considered the subject not to | 
belong to the Committee of Ways and Means. | 
Their duties were to devise ways and means for | 
raising revenue, but at present they had too much | 
revenue; and the question was how should they | 
dispose of some part of it? The interests of com- | 
merce, of agriculture, and of manufactures, were | 
all deeply interested in this question, and he con- | 
sidered the Committee on Manufactures the appro- | 


‘priate committee to which to refer the subject. | 


There was no difference of opinion as to the pro- | 
priety of some reduction of duty; but it was as to | 
the extent of the reduction. On the first day on 
which petitions were received, he had presented 
one from eleven hundred citizens of Boston, re- 
uesting a reduction of the duty on iron, coal, and 


the necessaries of life. [le moved to refer that | 


petition to the Committee on Manufactures,:be- | 


cause it operated on the manufacturing interests | 
of the country. He was, however satisfied with 
the determination of the House. If the House 
should refer the subject to the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, he would not complain; but if they | 
did, so far as this subject was concerned, he | 
thought the Committee on Manufactures might as | 
well take a holiday to the close of the session. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG briefly opposed the 
course recommended by the gentleman from Mas- | 
sachusetts. He was glad to hear from the gentle- | 
man that he had examined the President’s message | 
in vain for anything on the subject of protecting | 
duties; but there were some statements made by 
the gentleman to which he felt impeiled to say a 
few words in reply. He had no particular objec- 
tion to the reference of subjects wholly relating to 
the protection of domestic manufactures to any 
committee of that House; but this was not one of 
thatcharacter. Adverting to the petition referred | 
to by Mr. Apams, he said it was in the recollec- 
tion of the House that a memorial was presented, | 
two years ago, on the subject of the duty on coal, 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and remained there till the present 
presiding officer of the House, (then chairman of 
that committee,) reported upon it; and a similar 
memorial had been so referred at the present ses- 
sion. Now he would briefly show the distinction 





between the two committees. When the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures was first established, it | 
was for the purpose of examining into the various | 
commodities on which duties were proposed to be 
levied, and into the propriety of protecting them, 
without any reference whatever to the subject of 
the revenue of the country. Upon this very prin- 
- the bill of 1816 was passed; for the purpose 
of cherishing the interests of the great capitalists, 
but not forrevenue. They now found themselves 
in a different position, collecting millions upon 
millions under that Jaw beyond the wants of the 
Government; and the question now arose, in what 
manner those sums should be reduced; a question 
purely and altogether of finance, and properly 
coming under the cognizance of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. That was, however, a ques- 
tion which the House could determine hereafter— 
the whole subject having to come up on Monday 
next, and it would probably result in referring it 
to a select committee. Was it the province of the 
Committee on Manufactures, or the Committee 
on Commerce, or the Committee on Agriculture, 


ar was it nct specially the province of the Finance 
Committee? After a few further remarks on the 


| propriety of referring the whole subject to the 


Committee of Ways and Means, Mr. C. con- 
cluded by congratulating the country upon the 
return to the spirit of 1800 once more, in the mes- 
sage of the President. 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays on 
his amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. MANN adverted to the frequent Necisions 
of the House heretofore on the same subject, and 
he saw no reason why the former course should 
be departed from. Ele was in favor of referring 
the subject to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
inasmuch as all questions relating to the reduction 
or raising of revenue belonged to it, and this had 
no reference whatever to the great interest of 
domestic manufactures. 

Mr. DENNY briefly supported the amendment 
of Mr. Apams, on the ground that it was the great 
manufacturing interest which was most deeply 
involved. He concluded by saying that the prin- 
cipal part of the present surplus in the Treasury, 
amounting to upwards of forty millions of dollars, 
was derived from the pockets of the manufac- 
turers. ; 

Mr. PARKER thought the question resolved 
itself into this: If the subject related only to man- 
ufactures, it should go to that committee; if to 
revenue, it should take the course advocated by 
the gentieman trom New York. 

Mr. BOON said that it had not been his inten- 
tion to say one word on the question now before 
the House, had it not been for the most extraor- 
dinary doctrine advanced by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Denny.] 


trict, and to his own constituents, he would not , 
reply to them at this time. But (said Mr. B.) 
the gentleman’s speech will find its way through 
the columns of the newspapers into my district, 
and among my constituents. I should suppose, 
from the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, that he (if not a manufacturer himself) 
represents a manufacturing people; and to this | 
have no objections to urge. But (continued Mr. 
B.) my constituents are an agricultural people— 
they are the consumers of articles manufactured. 
The farmers and the mechanics are to be made 
poor for the purpose of eariching the manufac- 
turers. 

The gentleman has told us that there is now in 


| the Treasury of the United States a surplus reve- | 


nue, amounting to upwards of forty millions of 


| dollars; and would have the people of this coun- | 


|| derived from the manufacturers. 


_nue has been received from land gales. 


try to believe, that this vast amount of money was 
Not so, Mr. 
Speaker. It is the result of over-taxing the peo- 
ple; it has been received from the customs, and 
from the sales of the public lands. Upwards of 
twenty-four millions of dollars of the atta ate 
ave 


thought it proper to say thus much, with a view 


| to Congress. 
President Jackson’s opinions on the subject of the |, 
| tariff are known in his previous messages to Con- || 
gress; and | am sorry to say, that while the gen- 1 


| clent in performin 





only to correct error, and to let facts go forth to 
the public. 

I confess (said Mr. B.) my utter astonishment 
at the attack made upon the President by the vener- 
able member from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams.] 
That gentleman would have it believed that the 
President has neglected the great interests of the 
country in not having made particular mention of | 
the manufacturing interests in his late message | 
Sir, (said Mr. B.,) I presume that | 


tleman from Massachusetts was President of the | 


| United States, | was not able to know any thing 


of his opinions on that particular subject, as they 


| were never expressed in any of his State papers | 
| to Congress. I think, therefore, it comes with a | 
| bad grace, indeed, from that gentleman, to charge | means. ‘They now try togeta hold on the pockets 


Lome 


It the remarks of | 
|, the gentleman could be confined to his own dis- 


\, to do violence to the faith of the nation. 


| as to be found fa!se and perfidious.”’ 


\ channels of justice and of right. 


December 14, 


would repeat he was not disposed to tous} 
principles involved in it, or its leading features 
except in concert and harmony wiih those rep, 
senting the great manufacturing interest. Bat fo, 
that act, he would say the remarks of the veniie. 
man from New York were just and correct; by, 
so long as it existed, he was not disposed to touch 
the interests embraced in it. 

Mr. P. said if he understood the act of 1816, j, 
was a reduction of the revenue from the war (sxe 
with a view to pay off the national debt; ang, j, 
settling that measure, due regard was observed ty 
the great interests enlisted under war measures 
It was a measure essentially for revenue. [ny no 
sense could it be regarded asa tariff for protec. 
tion, but a tax law to pay the public debt of the 
country. So far as subjects which did not inter. 
fere with our domestic manufactures were cgp. 
cerned, he had no objection. For instance, he 
would advert to the discriminating duties upon the 
importation of foreign ailks, especially silks coming 
from beyond the Cape of Good Hope. Upon thar 
i no one, he thought, could have any diff. 
culty. 

Mr. BOULDIN said he was afraid he might be 
misunderstood by the House and his const: vents 
ig any vote he might give on referring this mater 
to any committee. He was, in a degree, a new 
member, and did not know much of the duties of 
them in regard to form and detail. Elis inclina- 
tion had not led him much to things of that sort, 
and duty had not been required of him in that line. 
He had some fixed opinions, made up maturely; 
and on the subject-matter under consideration he 
had a very decided opinion. He was sure the 
| income ought not to be béyond the wants of the 

Government—the economical wants of the Gov- 
ernment. He wished them brought down to 
economy, and he would vote for any investigation 
likely to produce it. He was like the gentleman 
| from SouthCarolina in one thing—he did not wish 
If the 
_ compromise bill pledged the faith of the nation to 
any point, he would abide it. ‘* Nothing,” said 
a great man, **doth so cover a man with shame, 
So (he said) 
/of a nation—he would not have this faith even 
argued or brought into question, if he could avoid 
it. Hewould first take off all duties under twenty 
per cent. provided by this compromise act to reg- 
ulate the amount of revenue, so as to meet the 
| wants of the Government, expressly excepted out 
of the compromise bill. He would then stop the 
sales of the public lands, or reduce the price to 
| the wants of the Government. If these measures 
in their full extent would not doit, he would then 
inquire whether we had really placed ourseives 10 
a situation in which we could not stop taxing the 
people, even when that tax went to the ruin of 
those who received, as well as those who paid the 
lax. 
_ Mr. B. said it seemed generally agreed that the 
' vast sums collected corrupted all the fountains and 
He was sure 
such sums were dangerous wherever they might 
be lodged; they could not be safe, either in regard 
to their own security, or in regard to the purity 
of the individuals into whose hands they might 
fall. He said they were inoffensive nowhere If 
left here, they would corrupt everything. Ifdivided 
| they would render the States dependent on the 
bounty of the Union. Suppose large works, half 
finished by means of the amount divided, what 
would be the effect when the money gave out? 
An humble supplication to Congress for more. 
The lovers of Federal power have been long feel- 
| ing in various ways for some hold on the sover- 
| eignty of the States. They tried alien and sedition 
laws, standing armies, and various ways and 


ot 
ie 


upon General Jackson, what he himself was defi- || of the people. They now are endeavoring to get 


while he was President. 

Mr. PICKENS was not willing to touch the 
subject of the reduction of the revenue, unless he 
could move in concert and harmony with those | 
gentlemen who were supposed to represent the | 


great manufacturing interests of this country; and || 
| the reason was obvious. 
|| gard the compromise act as an act settled under 
to determine upon every interest of the country? || 


He was disposed to re- | 


certain circumstances, implying good faith in all 


the different interests of this country. With this | 


view, as that act was in operation, he, for one, 


| the States in debt to the United States. They 
| endeavor to persuade them that they will be more 
| independent vy being in debt. He said his expe- 
| rience was different, and exactly the reverse. Sup- 
pose the internal improvements half finished, and 
the money out, and an application for more money, 
| what would be the natural answer? Agree to 
| increase the tariff, and submit to protecting duties, 
and you shall have it; otherwise not. Sir, (said 

Mr. B.,) how grateful it would be to the friends 

of Federal power to see a State supplicating and 
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—— Ponee ee i 
submitting in this way. Had there been no such | 
relaion qnietas between the several sovereign ment with a mathematician upon the question 
States and the nited States, or rather the friends4 whether one part of a wheel did not run faster than 
of Federal power, in short Federalistsand Repub- another. He was sure in the belief that this was | 
licans, a8 the one supposed? Where (he asked) | not the case. He was sure the whole wheel went 
was Patrick Henry, and where was Alexander {| on together. The mathematician convinced him. | 
Hamilton? and what was the difference between | Mr. B. sometime after went to convince a lady of | 
them? and what is the difference between all their | the truth of this most absurd proposition, and, in 
followers to this day—in disguise and out of dis- || the argument, drawing his lines with his knife, | 
ise? : he cut her finger, which very naturally broke up 
. Mr. B. said he was scarcely opposed to any dis- | the argument, and he immediately relapsed into 
tribution of thesurplus, unnecessarily and unjustly | his former belief, that one part of the wheel could 
accumulated, though it might not beexactly equal. , Not outrun the other, while all the parts remained 
if not divided, its accumulating millions would | entire. He had made up his mind never to run 
corrupt and corrode and destroy everything. If the risk of being convinced of such absurdities 
divided, he feared it would subjugate the States, . again. He was sure it was not the interest of the 
and render them entirely dependent on, and ser- | people to pay high taxes and prices in preference 
yile to, the United States, He was not willing to low ones, however it might be as to particular 
to be responsible for the money to remain in such | monopolies or monopolists. Much had been said 
vast sums, either here or distributed among the | asto the President’s support of the tariff, the bank, 
States. Either, he thought, would end in the total | and the internalimprovements. Itseems, however, 
overthrow of our irfstitutions in their purity. To 
avoid this evil, he was willing to submit it almost » all; and the friends of them seem to be almost in 
any division that would be final, and that had at- despair. 
tached to it a provision that thereshould hereafter President who had recommended even a reduction 
be no repetition of the same thing. He had no of protecting duties, and had followed it up through 
constitutional scruple about restoring the money — his whole administration; and in this, his last an- 
of the people to them, however unjustly obtained. nual message, recommended a reduciien of the 
Even the highwayman might make restitution. | income to the wants of the Government. This 
But if he propose to repeat it, or do not promise had made Mr. B. hold to him and to his admin- 
not to do it, it is quite a different thing. To be 
robbed of one hundred, and return seventy-five, 
would in the long run ruin any body, or any 
nation, rich or poor. If the money was net our 


' 


! 


| have done; for all men commit faults, and doubt- 
less General Jackson had committed many. Mr. 
B. said these were his opinions, very unexpectedly 
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Mr. B. was once induced to enter into an argu- | 


that he has destroyed, or nearly destroyed them | 


THe said President Jackson was the first | 


istration with far more tenacity than he would | 


25 





‘or accumulate in your Treasury millions and 
* millions for powanentes for the demoralizing 
* purpose of distribution;’’ if such an alternative 
should be presented, he would meet it boldly and 
independently; because then the question would 
rise above any particwar interest; it would be a 
question touching the interest of the whole country, 
not only for the present time, but for years to 
come. But he sincerely hoped, and still believed, 
that that trying alternative could still be guarded 
against; that we could select articles enough for 
reduction that did not require protection to bring 
down the revenue to the wants of the Govern- 
ment, 

_ Mr. V. would now say a word about the ques 
tion immediately and jegitimately under discussion. 
To what committee did the subjects embraced in 
the amendment of the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts properly belong? If to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, then must the Committee 
of Waysand Means be an unimportant committee 
indeed. And this, too, instead of being what we 
| have always supposed them to be—the most im- 
portant committee of the House; then would they 
only have to report to us what ways and means 
are necessary to keep the wheels of Government 
in motion, and ask the Committee on Manufac- 
, tures to be so kind and condescending as to tell 
them out of what articles these “ ways and means’’ 
must be raised. This would not only be depriving 
the Committee of Waysand Means of their appro- 
priate functions, but would be against all precedent. 
What but the Committee of Ways and Means 
took cognizance of these subjects, when the * com- 


own, why offer to lend it before we offer to bor- 
row? If our own, why take our bond for it? | 
Cotton is now twenty dollars or upwards. Get — 
us in debt millions, and call on us when cotton is | 
ten dollars,and we are ruined with ourown money. 
Sell a man’s horse to pay his taxes for half he is } 
worth, when the tax is not wanting; keep the | 
money a year or two, and then return two-thirds 
of it. Sir, (he asked,) where is the sense of this? 
But it is agreed by ail, and distinctly by the ven- 
erable gentieman, for whom he had a most profound 
respect, especially in matters of this kind where |, 
his constituents were peculiarly concerned, that | 
we must have a reduction of the duties to some | 
extent. Allseem to agree in this, that the revenue 
ought to be reduced ; but when some would proceed | 
to it, every possible means is objected to, and obsta- | 
cles in regard to cornmittees seem to fall in the way. | 
Mr. B. said, his aim being to reduce the revenue 
to the wants of economy in the administration of | 

affairs, he would first take off the whole of the 
duties under ome 4 per cent. as excepted out of | 
the compromise bill; he would then stop the sales | 
of the public lands. If this reduced too much, | 
he would reduce the prices. Some might say, and | 
had said, to stop the sale of the public lands would | 
check the settlements; notatall. Let them settie, | 
and give preémption before, instead of after, set- | 
tlement. He would sooner do this than do it after. | 
He would do either. The West was settled by | 
| 


men who had no money to buy lands. No man |, 
who had money would risk his hfe among wild 

beasts and Indians. These men took the land from | 
the savages and the wild beasts of the forest, and 

we sold it afterwards. It was a kind of trespass |, 
in law for the squatter to settle on the public lands, 
which Mr. B. would always excuse. He had || 
rather’ give the privilege than excuse the offence. | 

Some said our money is placed in unsafe banks. | 
The land is safe, why sell it? That cannot run | 
away. Let the settler have the refusalof theland | 
at Government price, and let him have his own | 
improvements. Where is the injustice or serious | 
difficulty ? 

Gentlemen had entered somewhat into the pro- 
tective or tariff system. The manufacturers are |; 
protected by our bayonets and our fortifications. 
What other protection ought they todesire? He}: 
taid he knew nothing of the details of commerce || 
or manufactures. His mind was made up upon || 
this point, 


|| apprehension relative to the tariff; it was not that 
| which had filled the Treasury to overflowing. It || Means then, why should it belong to the Commit- 
| was the thiret for speculations, principally in the || tee on Manufactures now? No good reason had 
public lands. How long was this to last? Inthe | been urged for the change, and he should there- 
course of a few years all the lands in the western | fore vote against the amendment of the gentleman 
| States would be disposed of, and then where was || from Massachusetts. 
the revenue to support the Government to come || 
| from? The tariff must be touched with a delicate | simple one. 
and master hand. In 1842, he contended, the || related to the protective duties ought to go to the 
revenue would not exceed the expenses of the | Committee on Manufactures. That part relating 
Government, and the public lands at that time __ to finances might belong to the Committee of Ways 
|, would yield but a very small amount of money. | 


|| independently upon all propositions that might | 


facturing. 
facturing. 


| to himself expressed; but he hoped they would be | 
understood, and he was willing the subject should | 
go to any committee that would forward their | 
being put into execution, 
against the preposition of the gentleman from | 
Massachusetts. 


He said he should vote , 


Mr. HARDIN did not think we need be under | 


He was in favor of refer- || 
ring the subject to the Committee of Ways and || 
Means. He imagined that the objections raised || 
to the distribution bill of the last session was || 
becnuse the deposite banks were not able to pay || 


|| over the money placed in their hands. 1) 


Mr. VANDERPOEL said that though the || 


|, debate had taken a wide range, he was not dis- || 


appointed; for at this crisis every gentleman must || 
know that no proposition could be introduced || 
here, remotely bearing upon the question of pro- || 
tection, without provoking a most earnest debate, | 
He would not now commit himself to any interest— | 
he would reserve to himself the right of acting | 


hereafter come before us touching that portion of 

our tariff that involved protecting duties; he would || 
not even osk the representatives of any particular || 
interest to ‘* harmonize’’ with him before he acted. || 
Ele would reserve to himself this right, this inde- | 
pendence of agtion, though he had the honor to |, 
represent a district to a very great extent manu- 
It was a district agricultural and manu- | 
He would here take occasion .to say | 
that his first object was to terminate a state of | 
things by which millions and millions were annu- | 
ally taken from the pockets of the people, that | 
were not required for the purposes of the Govern- ‘| 
ment; and if that great and desirable end could be | 


He believed it was not his interest to ||. obtained consistently with that protection which | 


| its twofold character; 


pay @ high price for an inférior article, and pay it || our manufacturers now enjoy, he would rejoice; | 
in gold or silver, in preference to a low price, and || yes, he would most heartily rejoice, for he felt for | 
pay it in truck, tobacco, or anything he had for || the great manufacturing interests of the country 

sale. He did not believe he was the richer the || that solicitude which the Representative of a dis- | 
higher he was taxed. Yet these seem to be the || trict like his should feel. But if the alternative | 


Propositions ef the advocates of the protecting | should be presented, ‘‘ Reduce the duties at once | 
utles. 


promise”’ bill passed? He (Mr. V.) was not then 
a member of this House, but he was an attentive 
reader of its proceedings; and he well recollected 
that an honorable gentleman from the city of New 
York (Mr. Verrtancx] was then chairman of the 
Ways and Means, and reported the bill upon 
which the compromise from the Senate was en- 
grafted. Ifit properly belonged to the Ways and 


Mr. BRIGGS contended the question was a 
The part of the message which 


and Means; but certainly that part of it relating to 


The great interests of the South and West, the || the protective duties should go to another commit- 
|| production of sugar, salt, and grain, he contended, ‘| 
ought to be protected. 


tee. Adverting to the congratulatory conclusions 
of the remarks of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Camprecenc,] Mr. B. said it would be found 
that Thomas Jefferson had, by messages, recom- 
mended not only high, but prohibitory duties, 
exclusively for the protection of the manufactur- 
ing interest. 

Mr. ADAMS pointed to former precedents, in 
which the subject had been divided in the same 
manner, in which he now proposed to divide it, 
and went on at some length to reply to the arzu- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 


, VanverPoe.,}| and alluded to the proceedings 


which took place at the session of 1832, when the 


_ compromise act was passed. That compromise was 


not effected by the representatives of the people, 
but by certain individuals in another part of this 
building, without consulting the interests of the 
manufacturers. 
Mr. TOUCEY wished, if practicable or in order, 
for a division of the question. He said he was 
willing to refer the subject to both committees, in 
rst to call upon the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report their views 
upon it, as it related to the revenue; and next, to 
refer it to the Committee on Manufactures for 
their views as to its effect upon the subject of 
protecting duties. 

Mr. EVERETT suggested a modification of 
the motion, by merely striking out the words 
**and evervthing connected therewith.” 

Mr. ADAMS would have been willing to allow 
the resolution to be adopted as it was originally 
reported, if it had not been so general in its char- 
acter. He then modified his amendment by re- 
taining only the additional clause at the erd of 
the resolution, which he had moved that morn- 


‘ below the rates contained in the compromise bill, '' ing. 
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Mr. GILLET moved to amend the amendment 
by inserting the words ‘on manufactured arti- 
cles’? He said that if the subject was divided at 
all, a branch of it should go to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

The amendment was rejected, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Apams being agreed to, so amended, 
the resolution was concurred in. 


Mr GALBRAITH moved to amend the twelfth 
resolution, as follows: 

‘612. Resolved, That so much of the said mes- 
‘sage as relates to amending the Constitution of 
*the United States, together with all propositions | 
‘and resolutions submitted at the last and present 
* session of Congress, proposing amendments to 
* the Constitution, be referred to a select commit- 
* tee, to be composed of nine members.” 

To insert the words ** which have been or may | 
be” subject, &c. 

Lost—63 to 86. 


Mr. GALBRAITH proposed a further amend- || 


ment, “‘and that said committee be required to 
report on or before the first of January next;” 
lost. | 

The resolution was then agreed to. 


The fifteenth resolution was then read as fol- | 
lows. 


tionary war; which was referred to the Committee 
/on Revolutionary Claims. 


** 15. Resolved, That so much of the President’s | 


* message as relates to the ‘ condition of the various 


* Executive Departments, the ability and integrity || 
‘with which they have been conducted, the vigi- || 


* lant and faithful discharge of the public business 


| to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


‘in all of them, and the causes of complaint, || 


‘from any quarter, at the manner in which they | 
‘have fulfilled the objects of their creation,’ be | 
‘referred to a select committee, to consist of 
‘nine members, with power to send for persons 
‘and papers, and with instructions to inquire into 
‘the condition of the various Executive Depart- 


* ments, the ability and integrity with which they | 
*have been conducted, into the manner in which | 


* the public business has been discharged in all of 
* them, and into allcauses of complaint, from any 


* quarter, at the manner in which said departments, || | 2 
similar memorials from the citizens of Lafayette | referred. 


* of their bureaus or offices, or any of their officers 
* or agents of every description whatever, directly 
‘ or indirectly connected with them inany manner, 


‘ officially or unofficially, in duties pertaining to || 


‘the public interest, have fulfilled or failed to ac- | 
‘complish the objects of their creation, or have | 
‘ violated their duties, or have injured and impaired | 
*the public service and interest; and that said 
‘committee, in its inquiries, may refer to such | 
‘ periods of time as to them may seem expedient | 
‘and proper.” 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, said as this | 
subject was likely to be debated, he would move 
an adjournment, but gave way to the Cuair to 
present an Executive communication. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 
munication from the Secretary of State, in answer | 
to a resolution of the 3d of July last, requiring him | 
to ascertain and report to the House the number | 
=. pn imprisoned for debt in the District of | 

0 


umbia, since the year 1820; which, on motion || 


of Mr. MERCER, was referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, and, with the accom- 


| and papers of Charles Frazier Sibbold, on the files | 


! 








December 15, 


lature of the State of Virginia a Senator from that | RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


! 
State, to sapply the vacancy occasioned by the | Mr. ROBINSON offered the following resoly. 
resignation of the Hon. Bensamin Warkins | tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
Leieu. | Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
Mr. BROWN presented the credentials of the || and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
Hon, Ropert Srranae, elected by the Legisla- || cause of the destruction by fire of the building jp 
ture of the State of North Carolina, a Senator || which was the General Post Office, the city Pog 
from that State, to supply the vacancy occasioned || Office, and the Patent Office. 
by the resignation of the Hon. Wiuie P. May- | 
resolution; which lies one day for consideration: 


Gt. 

The VICE PRESIDENT then administered to Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
Mr. Parker and Mr. Srrance, the oath to sup- | and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the 
port the Constitation of the United States, and | expediency of furnishing some of the principal 
they took their seats in the Senate. | post offices in the United States with copies of the 

PETITIONS PRESENTED. || maps of the post offices and post roads, which 

Mr. WEBSTER presented two petitions, nu- | PeLicciante et rr the direction of the 
merously signed by citizens of Boston, praying for | ° ce “se é 
the abolishment or reduction of the duty on for- || . Mr. MOORE submitted the following resolu- 


Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following 





| eign coal; which was referred to the Committee |, ion; which lies on the table one day for consid- 


eration: 
a : || Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af. 
Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of Patience | fai-3 be instructed to inquire into the expedienc 


Peer aN soe caer gat cannot providing paymenttonuch volunteers and ihe 

Pp Inwghe | troops as have been called out during the late 
| Creek war, and not mustered into actual service; 
and, also, for indemnifying the Alabama mounted 
volunteers in the said war for horses lost in the 
service. 


on Manufactures. 


Mr. KENT presented the petitions of William 
A. Gordon, Alexander Estep, and the heirs of | 
Thomas Jones; which were severally referred. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of Cap- | 
tain Shubrick, of the Navy; which was referred | 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BENTON, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of Mrs. Caroline Clitheral; which was 
twice read and referred. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced bills 
for the relief of George F. Strother, and the legal 
representatives of Samuel Y. Keen; which were 
severally twice read and referred. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
to extend the time for issuing scrip on United 
| States military Jand warrants; which was twice 





On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the petition 


of the last session, were again referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, leave was granted 
to Thomas Cutts to withdraw his petition and 
papers, presented at the last session. 


On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the petition || read and referred. 
of the inhabitants of Michigan City, praying fora || Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
port of entry, presented at the last session, was || 


: 3 | provide for the establishment of a surveyor gen- 
again referred to the Committee on Commerce; and | eral’s office in Illinois; which was twice read and 





a ewes Indiana, were again referred in like NOTICE OF BILLS. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petitionof Com- ||. Mr. LINN gave notice that he would to-morrow 
modore Patterson of the Navy; which was referred | introduce a bill for the relief of the heirs of Sebas- 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. tian Butcher and others, and a bill to provide for 


ye a! he extension of certain surveys. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of William || * id 
Eaton; which = referred to the Committee on || Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that he would to- 
Commerce. morrow ask leave to bring in a bill supplementary 

Also, the petition of sundry merchants and || to the act establishing the mint, and for the regu- 
importers of Boston, praying for the repeal of the || !ation of the coins of the United States. 
fifth section of the act of July, 1832, respecting || Mr. MOORE gave notice that he would to- 
the duties on imported goods, and for the revival || morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to provide 
of the provisions of the law of 1818, granting || for the relinquishment of the sixteenth section of 
credits at the custom-house; which was referred || land granted for the use of schools, and the entry 
to the same committee. of other lands in lieu thereof. 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of John S. || Mr. CLAY gave notice that he would to-mor- 
Williams, praying for a pension; which was re- || row ask leave to introduce a bill to appropriate, 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. for a limited time, the proceeds of the sales of the 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of the || Public lands, and to grant lands to certain States, 
heirs of Washington Bowie, and others, praying || ®"4 for other purposes. 
remuneration for the loss of the ship Alleghany, || On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 











panying documents, ordered to be printed. | which was lost in the service of the United States; 
Mr. TALIAFERRO asked leave to submit a | referred to the Committee on Claims. 
resolution providing for going into the election of | Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of the 
amen on the part of the House on Friday, the || collector of the port of Portsmouth, praying for 
16th, but it was objected to. , |, additional compensation; which was referred to 
_ The motion of Mr. PEARCE to adjourn recur- | the Committee on Commerce. 


rune <7 || Mr. FULTON presented the petition of sund 
Mr. PEYTON wished to inquire of the gentle- |) citizens of Antuheda peeing “tne uppidpalanion: 
man if his motion to adjourn was predicated on || for the defence of the southern frontier. 
his own intention to address the House on the | Also, several memorials from the Legislature of 
subject of the resolution? Because, if such was Arkansas, praying for an appropeiation for the 
the case, Mr. P. would not oppose it. . || removal of obstructions to certain rivers in that 
Mr. PEARCE replied that he would claim no || State, and for extending preémption to the unsur- 
privilege on that account; and whether he should | veyed lands, and that the refuse lands may be 
speak upon the question or not, he was not then || granted to aimed settlers; all of which were appro- 
prepared to . diourned | priately referred. 
08 Eiouse thea adjourned. | Mr. PAGE presented the petition of Joseph 
| Ford, praying for arrears of pension; which was 
IN SENATE. | referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Tuvrspay, December 15, 1836. | MIKEAN. —— ON WAL. KING mee: 








Mr. RIVES presented the credentials of the | bama, LINN, BROWN, RIVES, and WEB. | 


Hon. Ricuarp E. Parker, elected by the Legie- || STER. 


| 


' 
| 





Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
| sage as relates to finance be referred to the Com- 
miltee on Finance. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


| The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
LINN, WALKER, and HUBBARD, were sev- 
erally considered and adopted. 


BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills were severally read the 
second time, and referred to appropriate commit- 
tees: 

The bill for the more equitable administration 
of the navy pension fund; 

The bill for the relief of John McCarty; 

The bill for the relief of William East; 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Miller; . 

The bill to establish a foundery and armory in 
the West or Southwest, arsenals in certain States, 
and depots of arms in certain States and Territo- 
ries; 

The bill granting a township of land to the 
French University of St. Louis, Missouri; 





—- © oo 4 


i ie ai i aie idle ie. i i ie eal i aie ee ee a ie a i i er a a a i 


_—~-~@ @e@6e088 es @& Ge ae 








1836. 


The bill to authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, | as he believed him to have the kindest feelings 


to purchase a certain half section of land; 1] 
The bill supplementary to the act entitled an || 
act to provide for an exchange of lands with cer- | 
tain Indian tribes, and their removal beyond the) 
Mississipp!; : : 1.4 
The bill granting to the State of Missouri a | 
certain quantity of land for the purposes of inter- | 
nal improvement, 
The bill supplementary to the act to amend the | 
‘ydicial system of the United States; | 
The bill for the payment of a debt due to the | 
heirs of Antoine Peltier; and 
The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands | 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quanti- | 
ues. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate pro- || 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business, | 
after which it adjourned until Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, December 15, 1836. 


Mr. CONNER, from the Committee on the, 
Post Office and Post Roads, on leave, reported a | 
resolution, instructing that committee to inquire | 
into the cause of this morning’é conflagration of | 
the Post Office Department; and also to inquire |. 
what losses the Government may have sustained, || 
and whether any, and what measures of legisla- || 
tion may be necessary; which was concurred in 
by the House. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


Mr. PARKER, on leave, submitted a resolu- || 
tion to print five thousand extra copies of the | 
accouncs of the receipts and expenditures of the | 
United States for the year 1835, for the use of the | 
members of the House; which, under the rule, 
lies over one day. 


BRANCHES OF THE MINT. 


Mr. OWENS, on leave, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill entitled an act to 
amend an act entitled an act to establish branches 
of the mint of the United States; which was read 
twice and referred to a Committee of the Whole | 
House. 


THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 


On motion of Mr. MANN, of New York, the 
House resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tion submitted by Mr. Wise on Tuesday last, as 
follows: 

‘« Resolved, That so much of the President’s | 
‘ message as relates to the ‘ condition of the various | 
‘executive departments, the ability and integrity | 
‘with which they have been conducted, the vigi- 
‘lant and faithful discharge of the public business | 
‘in all of them, and the causes of complaint, from | 
‘any quarter, at the manner in which they have | 
‘fulfilled the objects of their creation,’ be referred | 
‘toa select committee, to consist of nine members, | 
‘with power to send for persons and papers, and | 
‘with instructions to inquire into the condition of || 
‘the various executive departments, the ability | 
‘and integrity with which they have been con- | 
‘ducted, into the manner in which the public busi- || 
‘ness has been discharged in all of them, and into | 
‘all causes of complaint, from any quarter, at the || 
‘manner in which said departments, or their | 
‘bureaus or offices, or any of their officers or 
‘agents of every description whatever, directly or 
‘indirectly connected with them in any manner, | 
‘officially-or unofficially, in duties pertaining to | 
‘the public interest, have fulfilled or failed to | 
‘accomplish the objects of their creation, or have 
‘ violated their duties, or have injured and impaired |, 
‘the public service and interest; and that said | 
‘committee, in its inquiries, may refer to such | 
‘ periods of time as to them may seem expedient | 
‘and proper.” 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, went at some | 
length into an argument in opposition to the reso- | 
lution. ‘The resolution (he said) was predicated 
on a clause in the President’s message which was 
not usual, and perhaps it was gratuitous on the H 
part of the President. The question was whether || 
it was necessary because the President, in his last || 
annual message, with an overflow of feeling to- 1 
wards the heads of the executive departments— 


| 














| report upon ail ‘*such reports of the Treasury | 
| * Department, and all such propositions relative to || 


| That committee was required to do all that any 


| gentleman must recollect that at the last session 
| of Congress, a gentleman from North Carolina, | 


towards all men living—had thought proper to | 
compliment them, it was necessary to have an | 
investigating committee to ascertain whether he | 
spoke the truth. Although it was not the usual | 
course, still the President had a precedent. Many | 
years ago, Mr. Monroe stepped out of the usual | 
course to compliment the then head of the War | 


| Department, [Mr. Calhoun.}] But because he did | 


this, no commiitee was raised to ascertain whether | 
or not the compliment was deserved. He was) 
opposed to the resolution because the direct object 

of 1t was to ascertain whether the President spoke | 
the truth or not. He then went on to show that 

all the subjects contemplated to be investigated || 
by this proposed select committee was provided | 
for by the House in the appointment of the stand- 

ing committees. Among these committees was | 
that of Ways and Means, and it was the duty of | 
that committee to take into consideration and 


*‘ the revenue, as might be referred to them by the | 
‘ House; to inquire into the state of the public 
‘ debt or the revenue, and of the expenditures, and | 
‘ to report from time to time their opinion thereon; | 
‘to examine into the state of the several public | 
‘ departments, and particularly into thelaws making | 
* appropriations of moneys, and to report whether 

‘the moneys have been disbursed conformably || 
‘with such laws; and also to report from time to 
‘time such provisiofs and arrangements as may 
‘ be necessary to add to the economy of the depart- 
‘ ments, and the accountability of their officers.”’ 


select committee, however raised, could do. Be- 
sides this, there were other committees whose 
duty it was to examine into the condition of the 
departments, and the expenditures thereof. Every || 


[Mr. Sueprerp,] chairman of one of these com- | 
mittees, investigated the affairs of some of these || 
departments; made a report, and the report was 
acted on by the House; and could not that here- 
tofore done be again done? He submitted to 
the House, then to say, whether this resolution 
was not gratuitous, uncalled for, and had nothing 
to justify it except the paragraph alluded to in the 
President’s message. Another objection he had 





| to it was, that gentlemen said it was not intended 


to be raised out of any hostile feeling to the Pres- 
ident of the United States. Well, what were the || 
Secretary of State, Treasury, War, Navy, &c.? | 
They were the mere mouth-pieces of the Presi- 
dent; men selected to do what he could not do | 
himself. Mr. W. read the law relating to the De- | 
artment of State, showing his duties, and show- | 
ing that the head of that department was created | 
to do for the President under the law that which | 
the President could not do in person. How then | 
could gentlemen say that the President was not || 
implicated, when the acts of his ministers were | 
nothing more nor Jess than his acts? Let gentle | 
men take the bull by the horns. If they had any | 
allegations to make against the President, let them | 
do so in form. While passing on the acts of his 
principal public officers, they necessarily passed | 
on the acts of the President himself. He then | 
proceeded to show that the laws of the land threw | 
around individuals certain guards; they were not || 
to be arraigned without notice, &c. But how were | 
the heads of these departments to be heard and | 





‘tried under the resolution? They were to have 


no hearing and no trial, and were to be disfran- | 


| chised and divested of their rights upon the mere | 


rumors of newspapers and gossip of old women. | 
There never was a committee raised upon mere | 
suggestion and gossip, without something like a | 
charge or an allegation. ‘I'hen let the gentleman 
fromm Virginia, [Mr. Wise,} or any otker gentle- | 
man, make out a charge against the President, and | 
he might have as large a committee, and have it | 
clothed with what powers he pleased; but until | 
this course should be adopted, he was, and should | 
be, opposed to the adoption of the resolution. | 
Who could tell what powers this committee might | 
assume? It might require the departments to sub- | 
mit to it all matters connected with removal, or it | 
might assume any other authority it pleased. The | 
resolution claimed a greater scope for the commit- 
tee than was ever granted to a committee of that 


| from this committee. 
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House, or any other legislative tribunal. When 
was its powers to cease? Who could tell this? 
From the form of the resolution, never; because 
they were to take cognizance of all matters, from 
all quarters of the Union; from every town, vil- 
lage, city, and hamlet; all causes of complaint 
from responsible and irresponsible sources; of all 
the ten thousand charges which an old lady who 
had charge of a paper in this city had made, and 
the ten thousand more which she probably wouid 
make. 

But, sir, (said Mr. P.,) this was to be somewhat 
an ex parte proceeding. Suppose the heads of 
some of these departments shall have done some 
commendable acts. The committee will not be 
bound nor required to look into it. No, sir, their 
object will be to arraign them and bring them to 
trial, and inflict punishment upon them. Perhaps 
the committee might wish to inquire into the 
causes which take some of the heads of depart- 
ments home to their native States, to ascertain 
whether they want to operate on the politics of 
such States. Well, sir, the Secretary of State 
went home during the last summer; and, if his 
object was to operate on the politics of Georgia, 
he met with but poor success. ‘The Secretary of 
the Navy also went home, but his going, if he did 
go for political effect, only added to the strength 
of the party opposed to him. If the results in 
those States were the consequence of their visits, 


| it would have been much better they had not 
_gone. But suppose, as the President had said, 


that all of the heads of these departments shall 
have faithfully done their duty, we shall have no 


_report from this committee on the subject. It 


was to bea fault-finding committee; their object 


| was to condemn, and not to compliment the Presi- 
| dent or his ministers. If there was no want of fidel- 


ity in the departments, you would have no report 
Although the Secretary of 
the Treasury may have his department in such a 


| condition that any thing which is brought agamst 


it, either from ghost or goblin damned, could not 
effect it; although the Postmaster General may 
have produced order out of chaos, And although 


|| the Secretary of War may have discharged with 
| the greatest ability two offices, not a word will be 


said in their favor by this committee; their object 
ex vi termini will be to undo what the President 


| has done; or, failing in that, they will do nothing. 


Committees of that House were raised for special 
causes; for causesshown. What were the causes 
shown why this committee should be raised? 
What were the rpecifications? Then, unless they 


| were to innovate on the rules of the House, they 


could not adopt this resolution in its present form. 
Let a resolution be introduced in due form and he 
imagined no friend of the Executive on that floor 
would shrink from an investigation. Let the 
charges be made against the Executive and his 
ministers, jointly and severally, and he thought 
he could safely say none would shrink from the 
investigation. It was not his business to go into 
Roman history, from the age of Augustus to that 
of Tiberius, for the purpose of finding out exam- 
ples of men who had waded through blood to 
power; and if he did so, it was only for instruc- 
tion, and to make him the more happy that he 
lived in a country where none of those scenes were 
enacted. 

Many men (Mr. P. said) changed their minds, 
and opinions of men, and got to disapprove the 
course of those they used to admire. 

Mr. WISE. If the gentleman alluded to him, 
he must inform him that he never was in the 
situation of the gentleman from Rhode Island in 
his life. 

Mr. PEARCE proceeded. The character of a 
nation depended very much on the character of 
the individuals at the head of the Government. 
No nation was rendered more valuable by their 
resourtes tian by the character and reputation of 
the individual who presided over it. Why did 
Virginia hold herself so high? It might be some- 
what on account of her soil, climate, and resources, 
but more because of her Washington, her Henrys, 
her Jeffersons, and her Madisons. ‘Their charac- 
ters not only gave character to Virginia, but to all 
the States. hy was he (Mr. P.) proud of the 
little State he had the honor, in part, to represent? 
He, to be sure, might be proud of her great re- 

' sources; but more proud, because it was the land 
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of Greene and Perry. Seven cities contended for 
the honor of giving birth to Homer; and tyranmi- | 
cal us Napoleon might have been, his name was 

revered ty most of the French nation. What 

would England, the fast-anchered isle of the ocean, | 
have been, if it was not for her poets, her philoso- | 
phers, and her statesmen ? 

Mr. P. concluded, by repeating that he could | 
not vote for the resolution in its present form; and 
at the same time said he would not shrink from | 
the responsibility of an investigation, if a proper | 
committee was raised. [Ee submitted to the, 
House the following amendment: Suike out all 
after ihe word ** Resolved,’’ and insert the follow- | 
ing: 

Se That so much of the President’s message as 
‘is in the following words, to wit: * Before con- | 
* cluding this paper, I think it is due to the various 
‘executive departments to bear testimony to) 
* their prosperous condition, and to the ability and 
‘integrity. with which they have been conducted. | 
‘It has been my aim to enforce in all of thema 
* vigilant and faithful discharge of the public busi- | 
* ness; and it is gratifying to me to believe that 
‘there is no just cause of complaint, from any 
* quarter, at the manner in which they have fulfilled | 
‘the objects of their creation;’ be referred to a 
* select committee of nine members, with instruc- | 
* tions to inquire into any specific causes of com- 
*plaint which may be alleged against the integrity 
*‘ of the administration of any of the departments, 
‘ or their bureaus, or the vigilance and fidelity with 
* which their duties have been discharged, and that | 
‘said committee have power to send for persons 
‘and papers.”’ 

Mr. PEYTON followed in support of the origi- | 
nal resolution, and in reply to the gentleman from 


Rhode Island. Mr. P. adverted to the change that | 


had taken place in the sentiments of that gentle- | 
man since General Jackson came into power, and | 
went on to examine the objections made by him 
to the resolution. His first objection to it was, 
that it questioned the veracity and integrity of the | 
President. This was the old cry under which that | 
gentleman an@ his party had shielded themselves | 
for some years past, when an investigation into 
abuses was sought for. The gentleman from | 
Rhode Island also said that the Committee of 
Ways and Means had power to make this inves- | 
tigation. Mr. P. denied this. The head of that | 
committee (Mr. CamBretenc] would not dare to | 
carry on the inquiry; and even if they were to set | 
about it, their efforts would be powerless. It would | 
be like the trial of the notorious Reuben M. Whit- | 
ney, during the late recess, in East Tennessee, | 
conducted by another of the new friends of the | 
President, a Mr. Kennedy, and tried by the Pres- | 
ident himself, who pronounced the verdict that | 
Whitney was a persecuted patriot. 

Mr. P. adverted to the President’s journey to | 
Tennessee and to certain remarks alleged to have | 


fallen from him in relation to Mr. P. and his friend |! 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] wherein they were || 
both denounced as guilty of falsehood; and also | 


detailed sundry other expressions said to have 
fallen from General Jackson, which Mr. P. said 
he was prepared to prove, 
doctrine of the gentleman from Rhode Island and 
his party, that the President alone ought to be 
held responsible for the acts of the executive of- | 
ficers. Why should they all be shielded under | 
the broad mantle of General Jackson? 
for stripping them of this shield, and letting them 

stand forth in their true colors. He denied that | 
the resolution was intended as an attack upon 
General Jackson; nor was its object to institute 
a criminal prosecution against the other officers of 
the Government, but simply to enable the repre- 
sentatives of the people to look into and examine 





this be refused? Mr. P. went on to say that the | 


Treasury order was intended for political effect, || 
1} 


identical with the objects of the travelling cabinet 
last summer; the Secretary of State to Georgia; 
The Secretary of the Navy to New Jersey; and | 
Amos himself, it was said, to New England; all of | 
which journeys were undertaken for electioneering | 
purposes, and with a similar result in each State. | 

The gentleman from Rhohe Island had said that | 
the resolution might lead to a disfranchisement of | 


| proceedings of the House, on certain prominent 


He controverted that || 


He was | 
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some of the cases, very probably, to expatiation 
in the penitentiary, but that was only the possible, 
remote effect, and not the immediate design of the 


resolution, which was merely the institution of an |) 


inquiry. i 
Mr. P. then went into a cursory review of the 


measures of the Jackson party, the executive pat- | 
ronage bill, and the proposed amendments to the | 
Constitution in particular, in order to show the in- 
sincerity with which the majority had acted on | 
those occasions; being avowedly in favor of them, 
but effectually defeating them by their votes, and 


the direction they forced those measures to take. || 
He then recurred to the subject of the resolution, || 


and said it was due to the character of the exist- 
ing Administration, due to the one about to come 
into power, and above all, due to the country, that 
inquiry into these alleged abuses should be made. 
What had the party to fear? They surely could 
have no apprehensions that an unfavorable com- | 
mittee would be appointed; for, as yet, in that 
point, they certainly could have no complaint to 
make. After dwelling on these topics at some 
length, he concluded by expressing a hope that 
the House would suffer the resolution to pass in 
the form presented by the mover. 


|| tions. 
|| be corruption any where in this Administration, 


December 18, 


| Now, for one, under these circumstances, Mr. M. 
| would be well pleased to see the accusers come 
face to face with the accused, and that the latier 
should suffer an examination into al) their transac. 
Let them be brought to light; and if tnere 


let us know it—draw it all out. For one, (con- 
tinued Mr, M.) I assume upon myself to say, in 
behalf of the executive heads of the departments 
_of this Administration, that they court inquiry, 

and desire your investigation. Send your commit- 
| tees there, arm them with full power to send for 
| persons and papers, and examine every action of 
their lives. For one,sir,I am in favor of it. But 
the original resolution (Mr. M. said) seemed to 
him very much in the nature of a general search, 





|, without specifying one single fact, though he would 


not have the inquiry confined too much. He was 
_ in favor, then, of the motion of the gentleman from 
| Rhode Island, and to give the committee power 
to examine into any charge brought against the 
executive departments, whether it be by gentle- 


‘| men on that floor, or by any other respectable 
| man; and he would again repeat, that if corruption 


/ was found to exist, let it be brought to light; if 


|| not, let the accusers be confounded. 


In reply to a question from Mr. UNDER- 


Mr. GLASCOCK said he should, in the first || WOOD 


place, vote to sustain the resolution of the gentle- || 
man from Rhode Island, and if the House should || 
not adopt it, he would then vote for that of the || 


gentleman from Virginia. It"%was, however, due 


to the Administration, and due to those distin- || 


guished gentlemen who had filled the head execu- 


against them should be specifically made, and not | 
on vague rumor. At the same time he was will- | 
ing that both the gentlemen from Virginia and 


Tennessee should be named members of the com- || 
mittee, and have an opportuinty of examining || 


every document, exploring all the archives, and 
ransacking every recess, for information, if they 
had any suspicion of frauds. Mr. G. then went | 
on at some length to reply to the remarks of the | 
gentleman from Tennessee, which were uncalled | 
for, especially at this time, so far as the President | 
was concerned, from anything contained in the | 
brief passage quoted from the message. He said | 
he knew that the President desired investigation. | 
Mr. G. was authorized to say that it was the 
President’s own desire that, before his term of 


} 


service should expire, a strict investigation should | 


take place into all the different departments, and | 
that all matters therewith connected should be | 
inquired into. 
Mr. RIPLEY said, as a member from Louis- | 
iana, he would raise his voice against the original 
resolution, if no other man did; for it was entirely 
without precedent in the history of this Govern- 
ment. It went directly to impeach the integrity 
of the President, whose correctness of conduct 
and purity of motive had never yet been ques- 
tioned; and it proposed objects, requiring an 
exercise of power extending far beyond any ever 


specific. 

Mr. PEYTON made an explanation in reply 
| to the gentlemen from Georgia and Louisiana, | 
_ denying that he had ever opposed the leading | 
| measures and principles of Andrew Jackson; nor 

had he striven to derogate from his character or 


exerted by that House. The charges should be | 
| 


; 


reputation. Mr. P. would say, ashe had always 
said, that General Jackson wan an honest man. 


Mr. MANN, of New York, remarked that he 


motion to adjourn; but if he did, another day 


| was asked, on all sides of the House, to make a | 
| would then be consumed in debate, and, in his | 
| 


the archives of the Government; and why should || 


' 


opinion, of all the debates he ever witnessed on | 
this floor, this was the most useless. Was there | 
any opposition to the passage of these resolutions | 
in some shape or other? All he had heard was 
nothing like opposition to them, except from his 
friend from Louisiana, [Mr. Riprey,} and he un- 
derstood that gentleman to object only on the 
ground of wantof specification. But, let himask, | 
could it beunknown therethatthis cry of corruption | 
now heard from several quarters of that House had | 
been made against the heads of these departments | 
for the last two or three years, not only without 
specification, but without even a single fact prof- 


> . 

Mr. MANN explained, that he did not say that 
he should vote against the original resolution, if 
| the amendment be not adopted, but that he pre- 
| ferred the latter. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the House for 


|, Some time in opposition to the amendment, on the 
|, ve offices in this Government, that the charges | 


ground of its inefficiency to meet the desired ob- 
| ject, 
| Mr. LANE rose and moved an adjournment, 
| but gave way to 
Mr. BRIGGS, who, on leave, submitted a reso- 
lution, giving the Committee on the Post Office 


/}and Post Roads power to send for persons and 
| papers, in investigating into the causes of the 


| burning of the Post Office building. Mr. B. ex- 

plained that the resolution was offered to supply 
a defect in the one adopted on the same subject 
| that morning. The resolution was concurred in 
| nem.dis.; and then 

The House adjourned. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


The following gentlemen were appointed by the 
| Speaker the select committee on the amendment of 
| the Constitution of the United States: 
Mr. Dromcoo te, of Virginia; 
Vanpverpoert, of New York; 
Lea, of Tennessee; 
| May, of Illinois; 
| Riptey, of Louisiana; 
| Unverwoop, of Kentucky; 

Lyon, of Alabama; 
| Huser, of Pennsylvania; 
| McComas, of Virginia. 


WEST POINT ACADEMY. 


The following gentlemen were appointed a select 
| committee to examine into the abuses, if any, 
| which exist in the Military Academy at West 
| Point, in pursuance of a resolution to that effect 
| submitted by Mr. Hawes: 
| Mr. Hawes, of Kentucky; 

Hanneean, of Indiana; 
| Lewis, of Alabama; 
Pierce, of New Hampshire; 
Brices, of Massachusetts; 
Situ, of Maine; 
Brown, of New York; 
Jones, of Virginia, 
Campse tt, of South Carolina. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 16, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, the Committee of 
the Whole was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill, reported by him on yester- 
day from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
amendatory of the act for the establishment of the 
mint of the United States; and the same was 


the officers. Mr. P. maintained that, though facts || fered either to that House or to the country, show- || referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
might come out leading to criminal punishment, | ing mal-administration, malfeasance, or corruption? i| state of the Union. 
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Mr. FORESTER, on leave, submitted the fol- | 
lowing resoluuon; which was agreed to: 4 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Claims be in- || 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making |; 
suitable compensation for the expenses incurred || 
by the volunteers or militia in equipping for a || 
campaign, and who were received into the service 
of ine United States, but unmediately discharged, 
as way seem just. 


CONSIDERATION OF PRIVATE BILLS. 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, | 
the House agreed to proceed with the private | 
orders; and, on motion of the same gentleman, || 
went into Committee of the Whole (Mc. Haynes 
in the chair).on the following bills: 

1. Bill providing for the payment of horsesand | 
other property lost or destroyed in the military || 
service of the United States; 

2, Bill for the relief of Robert Allison, a lieu- 
tenant in the revolutionary wat; 

3. Biil for the relief of the representatives of 
Colonel Anthony White; 

4. Bill for the relief of the representatives of || 
Tristam Coffin, deceased; 

5, Bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Captain John Winston, deceased; 

6. Gill for the relief of the representatives of 
Captain Tarpley White, deceased; 

7. Bill to amend the charter of the Potomac 
Fire Insurance Company; 

8. Bill for the relief of Lieutenant John Me- 
Dowell; 

9. Bill forthe relief Elihu Hall Bay and others; 

16. Bills for the relief of William W. Stevenson 
and Joseph Henderson; 

11. A bill for the relief of Simon Summers; 

12. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Cantain Thomas Cook, deceased; 

13. A bill for the relief of the Union Gold || 
Mining Company ; 

14. A bill to reward the captors of the Tripoli- 
tan frigate, late the frigate Pniladelphia; 

15. A bili for the relief of the representatives of 
Garland Burnley, deceased; 

16. A bill to provide compensation to James 
Barron, for the use of his invention, called the 
ventilator of ships; 

17. A bill for the relief of Mary Tucker; 

is. A bill for the relief of James L. Cochran; 

19. A bill for the relief of Thomas M.: Burland; 

20. A bill for the relief of Isaac Welborn; 

21. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Coionel Thomas Knowlton, deceased; 

22. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua 
Fanning, deceased ; 

23. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Richard Campbell; 

24. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Dr. William Johonnot, deceased; 

25. A bill for the relief of J. Eloi Rachal; 

26. A bill for the relief of Paul Poissot; 

- A bill for the relief of William Marbury; 
anc 

28. A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Presly Thornton, deceased. 

The bill No. 1, being taken up, 

Mr. HARDIN moved to strike out from the first 
section the following, ** 4th of May, 1822,’’ and 
insert ** 4th of July, 1812,’’ so as to extend its 
provisions back to the former period. 

After some remarks from Messrs. HARDIN, 
and WHITTLESEY of Ohio, the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLSEY moved a further amendment to 
the bill extending its provisions to those whose 
property had been impressed in the Florida and 
Creek wars; which, after some remarks from 
Messrs. HOLSEY, WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 
WHITE, of Florida, and HARDIN, was re- 
Jected, and the bill was laid aside to be reported. 

After some time spent in Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. WARD moved that the committee 
rise and report bills numbers 1, 2, and 3 to the 
House; which was agreed to. 

_The Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
bill providing for the payment of horses and other 
property lost or destroyed in the military service 
of the United States, and the bill for the relief of 
Robert Allison, a lieutenant in the revolutionary 
war, were ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time to-morrow. 















| 
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Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, then moved that bill 
No. 3 be postponed to Monday next. Lost. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, moved that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
dav next. 

Objection being made, Mr. MANN moved a 
suspension of the rules. 

On this question Mr. GARLAND, of Louisi- 
ana, called tor the yeas and nays; which were not 
ordered, and the mouon to suspend was agreed 
to—ayes 87, noes 40. 


STEAMBOAT DISASTERS. 


Mr. HANNEGAN, on leave, submitted the 
following resoluuon; which was considered and 


| adopted: 


Resolved, That a select committee, to consist of 
nine members, be appointed to examine into ‘he 


|, condition of the steamboat navigation of the coun- 
| try generally, the causes of the frequent disasters 


in that way, and the propriety of a general law for 
the regulation of such navigation. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, 

The House adjourned over to Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 19, 1836. 


The CHAIR communicated the credentials of 
the Hon. James Bucuanan, reéiected by the Legis- 
lature of the State of Pennsylvania a Senator 


| from that State for six years, from the 4th of 


March next; which were read. 


The CHAIR also communicated a letter from 
the Treasury Department, enclosing a report 
from the Franklin Institute of Philadelphia on the 
subject of the explosions of steam-boilers, and the 
means of preventing them; which was laid on the 


| table and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS PRESENTED. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of South Carolina and Georgia, pray- 


| ing for the establishment of a mail route; which 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


| and Post Roads. 


Mr. C. also presented the petition of Colonel 
Samuel Warren; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of 
Tench Ringgold, late Marshal of the District of 
Columbia; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Martin 
Thomas, late superintendent of the lead mines in 
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|| sideration. 


Missouri; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Claims. 


Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the || 


trustees of the Nashville Hospital; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. CLAY presented the petition of a number 


States, praying that their pensions may be in- 
creased. Referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the petition and 
papers of Daniel Steinrod, on the files of the last 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of a 
number of the merchants aud other citizens of 


be made for the purchase of a site and the build- 
ing of a custom-house at that place. Referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. B. also presented a petition from the | 


Judges of the United States court for the 





district of Pennsylvania, and from a number of | 


the lawyers of the city of Philadelphia, praying 


| session, were again referred to the Committee on | 
| Claims. 
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of the late war. Also, a memorial from the same, 
praying for an appropriation for opening a road 
in said Scate, both of which were appropriately 
referred. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented some additional 
papers in support of the claim of Moses Strong; 
which were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. H. also presented the petuiion of two of 
the sureties of the late John P. Decatur, praying, 
for reasons therein set forth, to be released from 
their liabilities. Referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Petitions were further presented by Messrs. 
EWING of Illinois, DAVIS, GRUNDY, TOM- 
LINSON, ROBBINS, PRENTISS, NILES, 
ROBINSON, SEVIER, and PAGE. 

THE DEPOSITE ACT. 

Mr. CALHOUN gave notice that he would, 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bil to con- 
tinue the operations of the deposite act of the iast 
session, 8O as to operate on the excess of revenue 
that may be received this year. 

While up, Mr. C. said he would put a question 
to the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
[Mr. Wricut.) He wished to be informed by 
that gentleman, whether his motion of Thursday, 
to refer so much of the President’s messege as 
relates to finance to the Finance Committee, in- 
cluded that part of the message which relates to 
the reduction of the revenue to the wants of the 
Government? 

Mr. WRIGHT replied that he was unable to 
answer the question precisely. In making his 
motion, he had intended to refer all parts of the 
message relating to finance to the Committee on 
Finance. He had had no consultation with his 
colleagues, as to how far they considered that por- 
tion of the message referred to by the gentleman 
from South Carolina as coming under their con- 
Whether or not they considered it as 
more properly belonging to the Committee on 
Manufactures than to the Committee on Finance, 
he knew not. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he would then move, 
in order to remove all doubts on the question, that 
that portion of the message to which he had 
alluded be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
He made the motion because of its probably having 
a stronger bearing on the action of this body, and 
on political events, hereafter, than any other ques- 
tion which might be brought before the Senate. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution; 
which lies one day on the table for consideration: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire whether there 
| is any law in force in this District which confers 
on a medical society, or any other association, 
whether self-constituted or incorporated ,the power 


| to grant licenses to persons to practice medicine, 


|| Surgery in the District. 


; ber | or to decide on licenses granted elsewhere, and 
of the revolutionary pensioners of the United | 


making it illegal and a criminal offence for persons 
not so licensed or approved to practice physic or 
Also, to inquire into the 
justice and expediency of the repeal of such laws, 
if any such are found to exist. 


Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following reso- 


| lution; which lies one day on the table for con- 


sideration: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


Philadelphia, praying that an appropriation may | instructed to inquire into the expediency of an 


appropriation for the erection of a suitable build- 
ing for a custom-house and public stores in the 


| city of New Orleans. 


that an appropriation may be made for the buiid- | 
ing of a court-house at that city. Referred to the | 


Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of a 
number of merchants, sufferers by the fire in New 


York, in December, 1835, praying that the duties | 


paid by them on goods that were destroyed by 
said fire may be refunded to them. Referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. FULTON presented the memorial of the | 


Legislature of Arkansas, praying for an extension 
of the time for granting bounty lands to soldiers 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing an arsenal at Columbus, in the State 
of Mississippi, as recommended in the memorial 
of the Legislature of that State, presented to the 
Senate at the last session. 


Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of confirming to the purchasers thereof, cer- 
tain tracts of land sold to them by John Pope, late 
\| Governor of Arkansas, by virtue of an act of 
| Congress, authorizing him to dispose of ten sec- 


otk oa 
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tions of the public Jand to build a State house 
Little Rock, Arkansas. | the Senate, showing, as nearly as may be, the dif- 
Mr. EWING, of Illinois, submitted the follow- || ferent appropriations which will leave unexpended 


ing resolution; which lies on the table one day: | balances on the first day of January next, the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


aS a oooaeaNaoq—$=7_30—70NSooaeW:: 
at || be requested to cause a statement to be laid before | heretofore passed. The present bill made another 


« 
fi. 
i 
i 
’ 
f 
: ay 
; 
e 
b 
e 
. 
: 
i Y 
i 


Pes 
ses sets tog ae 
ny fe 


aE oy 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and | 


Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making provision by law for the estab- 


lishment of a more efficient system of operations | 


on the Cumberland road, in Illinois, and for the 
appointment of a separate superintendency for 


said road in that State; and also into the expedi- || 
ency of centinuing said road from Vandalia, Illi- | 


nois, to the Mississippi river. 


which lie one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary I} ‘ r 
|| have rendered necessary for its security: to report 
|| by bill or otherwise. 

ernment of Wisconsin, as to authorize the appoint- || 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the act establishing the territorial gov- 


ment of two additional attorneys, and that the 


committee also inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing, by further amendment of said act, the 


not exceed one hundred dollars. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


appropriating money for holding treaties with, || 


and the purchase of the lands belonging to, the 
Saca, Fox, Sioux, and Winnebago Indians in 


Wisconsin Territory, and to provide for their re- | 


moval west of the Mississippi river. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || 
er- || 
ritory of Wisconsin; and that the same committee | 


r 


establishing a surveyor general’s office for the 


also inquire into the expediency of establishing 
two additional offices for the sale of the public 
lands in that part of the Territory lying west of 
the Mississippi river, and comprising the counties 
of Des Moines and Du Buque. 


Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of appropriating, for the purpose of constructing | 


roads and bridges, in the Territory of Wisconsin, 
in money, the value at this time of all the rent lead 


received at the United States lead mines, on the | 
upper Miasissippi river; which money shall be || 
expended for the above purpose, under the direc- | 
tion of the Governor and Legislative Assembly | 


of said Territory. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making appropriations, in lands and in money, 
for the construction of roads in the Territory of 
Wisconsin, from Lake Michigan to the Missis- 
sippi river, through the United States lead mines; 
for aroad from the northern boundary line of Mis- 


souri, through the counties of Des Moines and | 
Du Buque; for the completion of the road leading || 


from Chicago, Illinois, through the counties of 
Milwaukie and Brown, to Fort Howard at Green 
Bay. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be | 
instructed tc inquire into the expediency of im- |, 


proving harbors and constructing light-houses on 
the coast of Lake Michigan, in the counties of 
Milwaukie and Brown, in Wisconsin Territory, 
and that the said committee also inquire into the 
expediency of constructing a pier and beacon light 
at the head of Green Bay, and of placing buoys 
in the channel of Green Bay to the mouth of Fox 
river. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a separate territorial government for 
that section of the present Territory of Wisconsin 
which lies west of the Mississippi river and north 
of the State of Missouri. 


| well known principles. 


amount so left, the objects to which they are ap- 
| plicable, and the dates of the acts by which they 
| were authorized. 


Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed 
to examine and report the extent of the loss sus- 
| tained by the burning of the Patent Office, and to 


|| consider whether any, and what measures ought 
Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions; || 


to be adopted, to repair the loss, and to establish 
such evidences of property in patented inventions, 
as the destruction of the records and drawings may 





On motion of Mr. BENTON, the committee was 


|| appointed by the Chair, and consists of the fol- 
|| lowing gentlemen: Messrs. Ruccies, Prentiss, 
|| Srrance, Parker, and Bayarp. 

extending of the jurisdiction of justices of the | 
peace, in cases where the sum in controversy shall | 


BILLS INTRODUCED, ETC. 


_ Mr. ROBBINS, on leave, introduced a bill for 
| the relief of Andrew Armstrong; which was read 
| twice and referred. 


| for therelief of certain officers of the United States 
| sloop of war Boston; which was twice read and 
referred. 

Mr.S. gave notice that he would to-morrow 
ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the en- 
listment of boys in the navy. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Sebastian Butcher, and the heirs of Bar- 
| tholomew Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter 

Broom; which was read twice and referred. 
Mr. L. also, on leave, introduced a bill to 
| authorize the Washington county Turnpike Com- 


_ || pany,in the State of Missouri, to construct a road 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 


| through the public lands; which was read twice 
and referred. 
Mr. HENDRICKS gave notice that he would 


| to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to author- 


ize the East Florida and Perdido Railroad company 
to constructa railroad through the public lands. 
Mr.CLAY, in pursuance of notice given, asked 


_ leave to bring in a bill to appropriate, fora limited 


time, the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and to grant lands to certain States. 

Mr. C. said he would ‘take this opportunity in 
making some explanation in relation to the provis- 
ions of the bill which he should now offer. The 
operation of the bill which had heretofore several 
times passed the Senate, and once the House, 
commenced on the last day of the year 1832, and 
it was to continue five years. It made a distribu- 


| tion of the nett proceeds arising from the sales of 


the public lands among the several States, upon 
By the passage of the 
deposite act of the last session, a large portion of 
the funds which were to be distributed by the land 
bill, have been differently appropriated, and have 
been deposited in the treasuries of the several 


|| States. He had not, therefore, thought it right, 








| mination the last day of the 
| quite obvious to the whole Senate. It was, be- 
|| cause, at that time, the biennial reduction provided 
| for by the compromise act of the 2d of March, 
|| 1833, ceases; and after that day, a reduction of 


in the present condition of the Treasury, to give 


| to the bill which he had drafted a retrospective 
| character, which the former one possessed; but 
| its operation was to commence on the last day of 
| the present year, and continue to the last day of 
| the year 1841. 


fn that shape its duration would 
be precisely that of the several bills heretofore 
passed; and the motive he had for making its ter- 
ear 1841, would be 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public || one moiety of all the excesses of the duties beyond 
Lands be instructed to inquire into theexpediency | twenty per cent. is to be made. Now, that would 


of so amending the act of Congress for laying off 
certain towns in Wisconsin, approved July 2d, 
1856, as to conform in its provisions to the amend- 
ment to the act entitled ** An act authorizing the 


lilinois, and for other purposes, approved Sth of 
February, 1829.”’ 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which lies on the table one day: 


| present a state of things which might render it 
| necessary for the Government to pause, and Con- 
| gress to determine, whether there shall be a con- 


L \ | tinuation of the distribution of the proceeds arising 
laying off a town on Bean river, in the State of | 


from the sales of the public lands among the several 
States, as provided for by the act, or whether the 


amount obtained from that source should be ap- 
— to the ordinary expenses of the Government. 


n this respect, therefore, there was a material 


- Resolved, That the President of the United States || difference between the bill in his hand and that 


Mr. SOUTHARD, on leave, introduced a bill |! 


December 19, 


provision, or rather he thoughtit proper to restore 


| a provision which was in the original plan, as pre. 
| sented by himself to the Senate, for the distribution 


| of the proceeds of the public lands, by which, in 
the subsequent application of those proceeds b 
the Legislatures of the several States, they were 
restricted to national objects—of internal im. 
| provement, education, and colonization. He hiad 
thought that such a restriction upon the several 
| States would relieve them from great embarragg. 
ment, in respect to controversies on questions 
which might arise as to the manner in which the 
were to dispose of the funds which might come 
into their hands. It was scarcely necessary for 
him to say that the fate of the bil! depends upon 
the decision of the Senate. The bill (concluded 
| Mr. C.) provides for the assignment to the new 
State of Rebanane her fair proportion of the funds 
to be divided, according to the principle on which 
the bill proceeds. It does not make a similar 
assignment to the State of Michigan, because the 
admission of that State is not yet complete. When 
that event shall happen, however, by one section 
of the bill, she shall be entitled to her proportion. 
'In all other respects, except those particularly 
| noticed, the bill is precisely in the shape in which 
| the one passed at the last session. 
| The bill was then read twice, and referred to 
| the Committee on Public Lands. 


| Mr. WRIGHT, on leave, introduced a bill 
| supplementary to the act to establish the United 





States mint, and to regulate the coins of the Uni- 
| ted States; which was twice read and referred. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
| would to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to 
| authorize the Pensacola and Perdido railroad com- 
| pany to construct a railroad through the public 
ands. 
Mr. NICHOLAS, on leave, introduced a bill to 
confirm certain private land claims in Louisiana; 
which was twice read and referred. 


Mr. MOORE, on leave, introduced a bill au- 
thorizing the relinquishment of the 16th sections 
granted for the use of schools, and the location of 
other lands in ligu thereof; which was twice read 
and referred. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to commerce be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the public lands be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to military affairs be referred to 

| the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
| sage as relates to foreign affairs be referred to the 
| Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 

sage as relates to Indian affairs be referred to the 
' Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to the pos toffice and post roads 
be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s mes- 
sage as relates to naval affairs be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution submitted by Mr. EWING, of 
Ohio, to rescind the Treasury order designating 
| the funds to bé received in payment for the pub- 
lic land; when 
Mr. BENTON, who had the floor, rose and ad- 
dressed the Senate in opposition to the resolution, 
and continued his speech until a late hour; when 
The Senate adjourned. 
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Monpay, December 19, 1836. 
Messrs. Eumore and Ricuarpson, members | 


elect from the State of South Carolina, appeared, |) 


were qualified, and took their seats. 
ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the House | 
agreed to a resolution for going into the election | 


of a Chaplain, on the part of the House, to-mor- | 
row. | 
DESTRUCTION OF THE POST OFFICE. 


On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads had leave to sit | 
during the sessions of the House, for the purpose | 
of prosecuting the examination of witnesses in | 
relation to the destruction of the Post Office build- | 
ing. 

REDUCTION OF DUTIES. 

The first business in order was the reference of 
a memorial presented on Monday last by Mr. | 
Apams, from sundry citizens of Boston, praying | 
for a repeal of the duties on foreign coal, which 
Mr. A. had moved to refer to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. PATTON had moved to refer the same to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ADAMS presumed that as the subject had | 
been brought before the Committee on Manufac- 
tures by the vote of the House, on the reference | 
of the President’s message, that the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Parton,] who had made the | 
motion to refer the petition to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, would now withdraw it. 

Mr. PATTON thought the subject was too | 
closely connected with the revenue of the coun- | 
try to be sent to any other committee than that of 
Ways and Means; therefore he could not think 
of withdrawing his motion. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed a hope that | 
they would not consume much time upon this sub- 
ject, especially after the debate which took place | 
the other day. He then understood the House to 
come to the determination that both committees 
should take this subject under their consideration; 


the one as it regarded the revenue of the country, || 


the other as it regarded its bearing upon the sub- 
ject of protecting duties. It struck Mr. C., how- 


ever, that they had better not depart, in this |' 


instance, from the former usage. At the last Con- 
gress, when a memorial, praying for the repeal of 
duty on foreign coal, was presented, it was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. Another, 
on the same subject, presented on Monday last, 
had a similar reference, and that committee now 
had the subject before them. 

Moreover, there was a standing rule of the 





House which had not yet been rescinded, and || 


probably never would be, which made it the duty 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to report 


session, and it became the more necessary at this 
time, when there were upwards of fifty million 
dollars in the Treasury, that that committee should 
g0 into its examination. 
committee would do so, but not only under the 
standing rule of the House, but also under that 
partof the President’s message having reference 
to it, and the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. Mr. C. had no wish to interfere, in the slight- 
est degree, with the duties of the Committee on 
Manufactures, from whom there would doubtless 
emanate a most able report; but he hoped the 
memorial would take the usual course, and go to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. ADAMS said, if the chairman of the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means had not intimated that 
it was the usual course to refer this subject to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, he should have 


said nothing more on the subject. Mr. A. con-|| 


sidered the usual course to be to refer these sub- 
jects to the Committee on Manufactures, as well 
as the Committee of Ways and Means. He hoped 
the House would, according to principle, refer 
this subject to the Committee on Manufactures. 
At the same time he did not consider it very ma- 
terial whether it was sent to one committee or the 
Other, because both committees would have the 
tubject before them. But this was a question as 


He had no doubt that | 











_ the protection of domestic industry; and, therefore, 


every argument must be in favor of sending the | 


subject to the Committee on Manufactures. 


from, was deeply interested in this question. At 


Mr. McK EON said that the city which he came | 


this very moment, while we were debating the ques- | 


tion of protection, the poor were suffering from 
our policy of protection. He was anxious that 
this repeal should be made this session, and to 


| whatever committee it should be sent, that we 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. } to the protective duties of the country, ond for 


a 


of fuel annually, and at a cost of some two dollars 
per chaldron, by reason of this unreasonable tax, 


| more than they ought in equity to pay. 


Mr. REED contended that the appropriate 
reference was to the Committee on Manufactures. 
Mr. CHAMBERS denied that it was a question 
for the consideration of the Committee of Ways 


| and Means, since it was nota question of a reduc- 


should have a report and a decision of this House. | 
The city of New York had for years petitioned on 


this subject, and yet nothing has been done to re- 
lieve them from the oppressive tax. The subject 
had been referred to the Committee of Ways and 


|, Means; it likewise had been in the charge of the 


Committee on Manufactures, but yet, sir, nothing 
has been done. 
be tossed about from committee to committee with- 
out any result being produced. The people, the 
suffering people, demand a decision. I am willing 


| it should goto the Committee of Waysand Means. 
If the position || 
the distinguished gentleman from || 


It properly belongs to that body. 
assumed by 


Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] be correct, he would 


drag within the circle of his extended jurisdiction | 
every subject connected with the tariff. The prop- 


osition of the gentleman will embrace the resolu- 


W hat | desire is, that it shall not | 


_ tion of duties, so far as revenue was concerned, 
| but in reference to protection; as coal was, in the 


fullest sense of the term, an article coming under 
the head of manufactures. 

Mr. DAVIS remarked that the western States 
had been laid aside by the continuance of this de- 
bate—a debate merely on the subject of reference; 
and he moved the further postponement of the 
consideration of the memorial till Monday next. 
Lost—72 to 89. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made some further re- 
marks on the same subject, and referred to a me- 


| morial which had been sent to him for presenta- 


tion from New York, signed by upwards of eight 
thousand citizens, praying for the repeal of this 
duty. 

Mr. DENNY thought it very probable that a 


| great part of thecry got up against the duty, arose 


tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania to repeal || 


the duty on breadstuffs; on every article on which 
a reduction is proposed to be made. 
tion of revenue. It is a question whether taxation 
on the necessaries of life is to be continued. It is 


from the lessees of the coal region in Nova Scotia, 
which was owned to a very large extent in New 


| York. He was in favor of the reference to the 


Committee on Manufactures; and one great objec- 


| tion to the other reference, was the known senti- 
It is aques- | 


ments of the gentleman (Mr. Campre enc] at the 


head of that committee, and the wishes of his im- 


a question whether exclusive legislation for the | 


benefit of the few, at the sacrifice of the rights and 
comforts of the many, shall be eontinued; and 
under that view, he wished it to go to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. We have millions 
overflowing our treasury, and it became that com- 


mittee to inquire, not that on protecting manufac- || 


| tures, how our taxes were to be reduced. The || 


poor of the country were on the one side, and 


ers, anxious to relieve them from this tax. He 


hoped the petition would be sent to the Cpmmittee || 


| of Ways and Means. 
Mr. HARPER did not agree with those gentle- 


It was a question peculiarly belonging to the 


Committee on Manufactures, being one of indus- | 
try, involving an immense capital and a vast | 
amount of labor. [t was but recently that a ready || 
| market had been found for coal, for in 1834 there | 


| of fuel in this and all the 
those to be protected by legislation on the other; || The question was then taken, and the result 


| and for one, he should be found with the consum- || 


mediate constituents. 

Mr. INGERSOLL advocated the same course. 

Mr. BOON said, if this was a subject of pro- 
tection, he would vote for its reference to the 
Committee on Manufactures; but this was the 
first time in his life he had ever heard that coal 
was a manufactured article. It was a monopoly 
which was peculiarly oppressive upon the com- 
munity, as was evinced y the present high price 

arge eastern cities. 


was—yeas 88, nays 124; as follows: 


‘| YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman 


| were not less than three thousand tons which lay | 


| over, and why should this immense trade be sacri- 


| of Ways and Means, they would have an unfa- | 


| vorable report. 


Manufactures;) both these committees will neces- 
sarily inquire into the subject. It is the general 
| duty of the Ways and Means to inquire into this 


specially before it, on the reference of those pas- 
| sages of the President’s message, relative to the 
“« protective duties,’ and the recommendation to 
| diminish the ‘duty on fuel;”’ the subject-matter 
of this petition must, therefore, be discussed in 
_ both committeee; but | rise chiefly to apologise to 

my own committee for the vote I shall give to 
send it to another committee. 

I had the honor last seasion to offer a resolution 
for the repeal of the duty on coal, and moved its 
reference to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
| I was overruled: the resolution was referred to 
the Committee on Manufactures, of which [ am a 
member. They did me the courtesy to discuss it; 
and, as | remember, seven members voted unqual- 
ifiedly against it; one gave - qualified vote; and 
| my own vote was the only clear affirmative. For 
| consistency, therefore, with my motion of refer- 
| ence last year, and with the hope for a more fa- 
| vorable, more just, and more humane result, I 
| shall vote to refer to the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. 
| One word in reference to my constituents; the 

consume one and a half millions of dollars’ wor 


‘and all kindred questions affecting revenue, and | 
the Committee on Manufactures has the question | 





'| Efner, Ellmore, Fairfield, French, 


__ Mr. GIDEON LEE said, he deemed it quite | 
| immaterial to which of the two committees the || 


| reference be made, (the Ways and Means or || 
on the subject of the reduction of duties at every | 


Allen, Anthony, Ash, Ashley, Bailey, Beaumont, 
Black, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, John 


| Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, George Chambers, 
/men who said it was a mere question of revenue. || 


John Chambers, Chetwood, Childs, Corwin, 
Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, 
Everett, Fowler, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Gran- 
ger, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harlan, Har- 
er, Samuel S. Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, 
iester, Hoar, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Ingersoll, 
William Jackson, Janes, H. Johnson, Kennon, 


‘| Laporte, Lawrence, Lincoln, Logan, Job Mann, 
| ficed ? They knew that if it went to the Committee | 


| Sampson Mason, McCarty, McComas, McKen- 
nan, Miller, Milligan, Muhlenberg, Parker, Dutee 
J. Pearce, Pearson, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Russell, 
Schenck, William B. Shepard, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, Waddy 

hompson, Turner, Underwood, Vinton, Wagner, 
| Wardwell, Washington, Webster, White, Elisha 
| Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
Young—838. 

NAYS—Messre. Barton, Beale, Bean, Bell, 
Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, 
| Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Campbell, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, 
Nath. H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, 





| Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cush- 


man, Davis, Deberry, Denne Dunlap, 
‘ry, Fuller, 


|| James Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Graham, Grant- 


| land, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Har- 
| din, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkine, 
Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
| Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jabez Jack- 
son, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benja- 
| min Jones, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
| Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, 
Leonard, Lewis, Love, Loyall, Lyon, Martin, 
| William Mason, Moses Mason, jr., Maury, May, 
| McKay, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Montgom- 
| ery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, Page, Parks, Pat- 
terson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Pettigrew,Phelps, 
| Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, Seymour, Au- 
ustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, 
mith, Standefer, Taliaferro, Thomas, John 
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Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Ward, | valuable, as weil as one of the most democratic | Mr. WHITE, of Florida, 


Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Wise—124. 
So the motion to commit to the Committee on 


motion to refer the memorial to the Committee of 
Ways and Means was agreed to. 


for the purpose of calling the States not called on 
Monday last for resolutions; which was agreed 
to. 

TENNESSEE LAND BILL. 


The House then took up the resolution offered 


oy Mr. Duntar on Monday last, proposing to | 
make the billto amand the act authorizing the | 


State of Tennessee to issue grants for land in cer- 
tain cases (called the ‘* Tennessee land bill’’) the 
special order for Wednesday the 14th. 


Mr DUNLAP modified theresolution by sub- 


stituting Wednesday the 2lst. 


Mr. VINTON expressed a hope, that afterthe | 
past experience of its inconvenience, they would || 


make no more special orders. 


Mr: DUNLAP asked for the yeas and nays, | 


but the House refused to order them, and the res- 
olution was rejected. 


STEAMBOAT ACCIDENTS. 


Mr. STORER offered the following resolution: | 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 


be instructed to inquire what legal enactments are 
necessary by Congress, to prevent accidenis on 
board of vessels navigating the waters of the Uni- 


ted States by steam, and for the punishment of the || 


commanders, pilots, and engineers of such vessels, 
who may be guilty of wilful misconduct, or neglect 
in the navigation thereof 


Mr. HANNEGAN aaid, if he understood the || 


English language at all, his resolution covered 
every possible case which might arise; at least he 
intended ittodo so. He was aware that the 
Committee on the Judiciary might be the most 
appropriate standing committee of the House to 
which to refer the subject; but he was aware at the 
same time, that from the great mass of business 
before that committee, it perhaps would not be 
able to pay so much attention to the subject as a 
select committee would; and for tnat reason, and 
that alone, he had asked foraselect committee. If 
the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio should 
be adopted, Mr. H.’s resoluuion would be nullified. 
He had no disposition to place himself in a more 


conspicuous position, but he thought the resolu- || 


tion he had submitted would cover every case. 
He therefore hoped the gentleman would withdraw 
his resolution. : 

Mr. STORER only wished to bring the subject 
before the committee in some tangible form. 
wished the examination to extend not only to the 
barsting of boilers of steamboats, but to accidents 
from racing, and all accidents from the careless- 
ness of pilots. Hethen modified his resolution, 
60 as to refer the subject to the select committee, 
instead of the Committee on the Judiciary; and, so 
modified, the resolution was agreed to. 


WEST POINT ACADEMY. 
Mr. HANNEGAN, from the select committee 


on the West Point Academy, reported the follow- 


ing resolution : 


Resolved, That the select committee appointed | 


to investigate the affairs of the West Point Acad- 


emy, be authorized, by themselves, or a sub-com- | 


mittee, to visit the Academy, for the purposes 


mentioned in the resolution under which they 


were appointed. 


Mr. MASON, of Ohio, asked for the yeas and | 


nays, but they were not ordered. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, said he should 
like to hear some special reasons for the adoption 
of this resolution, 


which could not be procured in this city, at the 
proper departments. 


of the committee, they unanimously decided upon 
the course proposed in the resolution just offered. 
Mf. PEARCE was not satisfied with the ex- 


planation, for he wished to know the causes and | ngres 
|, passed in relation thereto; and whether, in his | 
opinion, any further legislation be necessary to 


the reasons for recommending that course. 


Mr. LANE said that, believing as he did that i I 
the institution at West Point was one of she most || carry the same into effect. 


He | 
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| institutions in the country; and believing also, as 


|| he did, that if these gentlemen were to go the 
Manufactures was decided in the negative; and the | i 


would return to that House perfectly satisfied wit 
| jts management, he did trust that the resolution 


|| would be agreed to. 
Mr. CASEY moved a suspension of the rule, | 


Mr. JARVIS remarked, that he thought they 
| had had quite enough of travelling committees, 
| and he hoped they would have no more of them. 


|| In order, then, not to take up more of the time of 
|| the House in a useless discussion, he moved to lay | 
| the resolution on the table. 


Mr. HAWES asked for the yeas and nays, but 
the House refused to order them, and the motion 
to lay on the table prevailed by a vote of 87 to 54 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT 


OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. DAVIS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, remon- 
strances, or other papers, which may be offéred 
during the present session, inany manner relating 


|| to the abolition of slavery, or the slave trade, in 
the District of Columbia, orany of the Territories | 


_ of the United States, shall on presentation be laid 


| upon the table, without reading, without being 
|, ordered to be printed, and without debate. 
Mr. REED did hope this resolution would not | 


be agreed to, for he thought it better to allow these 

memorials to take the usual course. It was better 

| for the purpose of allaying the excitement on this 

subject; better for the North as well as for the 
South. 

Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, moved to 

| lay the resolution on the table; which was agreed 


|| to without a count. 


HOSPITALS ON WESTERN WATERS. 


Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, submitted the 
following : 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
| to take into consideration the subject of establish- 
log commercia! hospitals on the western waters. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, inquired if this 
subject had not been already referred to the stand- 
ing Commitiee on Commerce; and if they had not 
at this time the matter under consideration, the 
better cOurse would be to send this resolution to 
that committee, 

_ Mr. REYNOLDS remarked, that he could 
| scarcely expect to succeed against the motion 
| made by his friend from Ohio, (Mr. Wairtie- 


SEY. } 
| (Mr. WHITTLESEY stated thathe madeno 
| motion, but only suggested as above.]} 
| Mr. R, said that this was a subject of great 
importance to the majority of the people of the 


West, and on that consideration he moved the res- | 


olution, and hoped it would pass. 
The Committee on Commerce were all taken 


_ from the Atlantic States, and of course were not | 
as fully acquainted with the facts and necessities | 


of the people as those who live inthe West. The 
Committee on Commerce, it was true, had this 


| subject before them; but nothing was done on the 
|| subject. 


He hoped something would be done 
this session. Hospitals in proper places in the 
West would do great service to a very worthy 
class of citizens. 

Mr. GILLET replied that a bill had been re- 
orted from the Committee on Commerce at the 
ast session, embracing the object contemplated in 

the resolution, but had not been acted upon. 

After a few words from Messrs. REYNOLDS, 


December 19, 


submitted the follow. 
i} ing resolution; which lies over one day: 

| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
| directed to communicate to this House the report 
| of thé Naval Commissioners, who have recently 
| been engaged in the examination of the navy-yard 
‘| at Pensacola, and the report of Commodore Siew. 
| art on the same subject. 


| Mr. WHITE, of Florida, submitted the follow. 
| ing resolution; which was agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedien. 
_ cy of giving the right of way through the public 
lands for the railroads proposed to be made in 
| Florida, by the East Florida Railroad Company, 
| the Pensacolaand Perdido Railroad Company, and 
| the Brunswick and Florida Railroad Company; 
| and the right of way to the St. Andrews and Chi. 
| pola Canal Company, to make acanal or railroad 
| through the public lands. 
| Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, submitted the fol. 
lowing resolution; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
_ increasing the compensation of the district judge 
, for the district of Ohio. 


Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu. 
' tion; which was read and rejected : 

|| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| granting to the State of Missouri five hundred 
| | thousands acres of the public lands for the purpose 
| of internal improvements. 


| Mr. HUNTSMAN submitted the following 
|| resolution; which, by the rule, lie over one day: 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
| be requested to communicate to this House the 
|| amount of duties collected upon salt, in the years 
| 1834, 1835, and in the year 1836, ae far as it can 
be estimated. 
| Mr. MARTIN submitted the following resolu- 
| tion; which was read and rejected: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of permitting entries to be made of forty-acre 
| tracts of the public lands, without any other re- 
| striction than that of requiring that the tract to be 
| entered shall adjoin the improvement or planta- 
| tion of the applicant. 
| Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, submitted the 
| following resolution, which was rejected: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


| be 
| placing upon a footing with other public lands 
| liable to be sold at public sle, such public landsas 


| have been reserved as salt springs, and saline and 
'| mineral lands. 


| On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, 

Resolved, That this House will proceed, at two 
|| o’cluck to-morrow, the 20th instant, to execute 
the joint resolution of the two Houses for the elec- 
tion of Chaplain. 


Mr. BELL submitted the following resolution; 
| which, by the rule, lies over one day: 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- 
| quested to communicate to this House copies of 
| all orders issued to Governors of States or Terri- 
| tories, or to officers in the army, authorizing a call 
i for volunteers or militia-men, either for the pro- 
| tection of the southwestern frontier, for the pre- 
| vention or suppression of Indian hostilities within 


For himself, he was not aware | 
of any information to be obtained at West Point | 0 ' 
| ing reselution; which, according to the rule, lies || 
|| over for one day: 
Mr. HAWES replied that, at the first meeting || 


_ have prevented the 9th article of the treaty be- 


LANE, BRIGGS, and VINTON, on motion of the last eighteen months; also, copies of all orders 
the last gentleman, the resolution was referred to || ex lanatory of, or countermanding any or: inal 
_ the same committee which had the bill in charge, || order; also, the number of such troops, which at 
| viz : the Committee of the Whole on the state of || any time or times within said period, presented 


the Union, by a vote of 73 ayes, noes not counted. || themselves equipped for the service under said 


OTHER RESOLUTIONS. | calls; and the States and Territories to which they 


: : belonged; also, the number received into the pub- 
Mr. WHITE, of Florida, submitted the follow- | 


lic service, the dates of such reception, and the 
several placeu of rendezvous;also, the terms of ser- 
|| vice of such troops so received into the public 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | service, and the terms during which they actually 
directed to réport to this House the causes which | served; also, the whole number of troops, whether 
| volunteers, militia-men, mounted dragoons, of 
tween Spain and the United States, of the 22d of | troops belonging to the regular army, which have 
February, 1819, and the two acts of Congress || been employed in suppressing the hostilities of 
the Creek Indians within the same period of time; 
and also the greatest number so employed at one 
time. ' 





